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Core Skills Analysis

Science

Understood the biological process of calving as the birth of a calf from a cow, learning about
mammalian reproduction.
Learned the stages involved in labor and delivery specific to cows and other livestock animals.
Recognized signs and necessary care practices associated with the calving process,
emphasizing animal welfare.
Gained insight into the role of farmers and veterinarians in assisting calving and managing
newborn calves.

Agricultural Studies

Explored the importance of calving within the lifecycle of farm animals and its impact on herd
management.
Learned about timing and environmental conditions that influence successful calving in cattle
farming.
Understood the connection between calving and the sustainability of dairy or beef production.
Developed awareness of practical challenges farmers face during calving seasons, including
health risks to mother and calf.

Tips

To deepen understanding of the calving process, consider setting up a small observational journal or
presentation where the student can document the stages and conditions important to calving. You
might include videos or photos illustrating calving in different environments to broaden context. Field
trips to a local farm during calving season can provide hands-on experience and opportunities to ask
experts questions. Additionally, discussions about how calving relates to human impact on animal
welfare can help foster empathy and awareness of ethical farming practices.

Book Recommendations

Where Do Baby Animals Come From? by Katie Daynes: This book introduces young readers to
reproduction and birth in animals with simple explanations and engaging illustrations.
Big Red Barn by Margaret Wise Brown: While focused on farm life, this classic gently
introduces concepts of animal babies and the environment they grow up in.
Farm Animals: Calves by Lisa Bullard: An informative picture book specifically focusing on
calves, their birth, growth, and care on the farm.

Learning Standards

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.3 - Explain events, procedures, or concepts in a scientific text, such as
calving.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.2 - Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic like the
calving process.
NGSS 3-LS1-1 - Develop models to describe that animals receive different types of information
through their senses and respond accordingly, including care during birth.

Try This Next

Create a step-by-step calving process worksheet where students label illustrations and
describe each stage.
Write a short story or diary entry imagining the experience of a calf being born or the farmer
assisting with calving.
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Growth Beyond Academics

This activity likely fosters patience and attentiveness as it involves understanding a natural, delicate
process. It may also encourage empathy and responsibility toward animal care, building confidence
through knowledge about life cycles and farming practices.


