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Core Skills Analysis

Technology & Digital Literacy

Understanding and applying design principles within a virtual Minecraft environment, such as
spatial reasoning and aesthetic composition.
Developing digital construction skills, including the use of specific Minecraft tools and blocks to
create detailed builds.
Practicing problem-solving as they plan and execute build designs, adapting to any limitations
within the game.
Enhancing communication skills by teaching others how to replicate or create similar builds,
reinforcing their own understanding through explanation.

Social & Emotional Learning

Building confidence and self-efficacy through mastering digital design and sharing that
expertise with peers.
Cultivating collaboration skills by engaging in peer teaching and potentially working together
on builds.
Encouraging patience and persistence as they work through the process of learning and
teaching complex build techniques.
Developing empathy and leadership by considering learners’ needs and pacing while
instructing others.

Tips

To deepen the learning experience, encourage the student to document their building process by
creating step-by-step guides or tutorial videos, which integrates literacy and technical writing skills.
Organizing group build challenges can foster teamwork and imaginative problem solving, pushing
the learner to adapt their teaching to different peers. Consider introducing basic principles of
architecture or engineering to explain why certain build techniques work best, bridging digital play
with real-world concepts. Finally, reflecting on their teaching techniques and soliciting feedback can
improve communication abilities and emotional awareness.

Book Recommendations

Minecraft: The Official Beginner's Handbook by Mojang AB: A comprehensive guide designed to
introduce players to Minecraft’s mechanics, including build design and creative strategies.
Teach Your Kids to Code: A Parent-Friendly Guide to Python Programming by Bryson Payne:
Though focused on coding, this book helps develop digital skills and teaching methods similar
to those used in instructing Minecraft builds.
The Art of Minecraft by Alex Wiltshire: Explores creative Minecraft builds and the artistic
inspiration behind them, stimulating design thinking.

Learning Standards

ACELY1711 - Plan, draft and publish imaginative, informative and persuasive texts, elaborating
key ideas for defined audiences and purposes (reflecting written instructions and tutorials).
ACTDIK007 - Investigate how and why data is transmitted over the internet (understanding
digital technologies behind Minecraft).
ACELY1720 - Re-read and edit drafts for meaning, spelling, capitalization, and punctuation
(applicable in writing build guides or instructions).
AC9TDE04 - Develop simple digital solutions through code and algorithmic thinking,
understanding processes within Minecraft construction.

https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=Minecraft%3A+The+Official+Beginner%27s+Handbook
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=Teach+Your+Kids+to+Code%3A+A+Parent-Friendly+Guide+to+Python+Programming
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=The+Art+of+Minecraft
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Try This Next

Create a worksheet prompting the student to outline the steps to build a simple structure,
including diagrams and block lists.
Develop quiz questions that test knowledge of Minecraft building tools, block types, and design
principles.
Assign a creative drawing task to design an original Minecraft build concept on paper before
constructing it digitally.

Growth Beyond Academics

This activity fosters independence and confidence as the student masters their building skills and
then shares knowledge with others. Teaching peers can enhance empathy and social awareness,
while persistence is developed through troubleshooting build challenges. Collaboration and
leadership qualities may emerge as they guide classmates, improving interpersonal communication
and patience.


