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Core Skills Analysis

Geography

Identified and matched different tectonic plates using cut-out jigsaw pieces, enhancing spatial
awareness of Earth's surface.
Recognized the shapes and relative positions of major tectonic plates and their boundaries.
Understood the concept of continental drift and how tectonic plates fit together like a puzzle.
Engaged in hands-on learning to visualize plate tectonics and their interactions.

Earth Science

Explored the structure of Earth's lithosphere through a tactile and visual activity.
Learned about plate boundaries and inferred how their movements can cause earthquakes or
volcanic activity.
Gained a foundational understanding of tectonic plate dynamics.
Connected theoretical concepts with a physical model to reinforce comprehension.

Tips

To deepen understanding of tectonic plates, encourage the student to research and label major
geological features that form at different plate boundaries, such as mountains, volcanoes, or ocean
trenches. Use a globe or world map alongside the jigsaw to locate real-world examples of these plate
boundaries and discuss how they influence Earth's geography and natural events. Consider creating
a timeline activity where the student traces historical or recent earthquakes and volcanic eruptions
related to plate movements, enhancing the link between theory and global phenomena. For a
multisensory extension, incorporate clay or playdough to model how plates move and interact,
allowing the student to simulate convergent, divergent, and transform boundaries physically.

Book Recommendations

Plate Tectonics by Steve Parker: A kid-friendly introduction to the basics of plate tectonics with
colorful illustrations and clear explanations.
Earthquakes and Volcanoes by Christine Taylor-Butler: Explores natural disasters caused by
tectonic activity, helping connect plate movements to real-world effects.
The Magic School Bus Inside the Earth by Joanna Cole: An imaginative journey that explains
Earth's layers and geology, engaging young readers with science concepts.

Learning Standards

Geography KS2: Locate the world's countries, using maps to focus on Europe and North and
South America; identify the positions and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern
Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic
Circle, and time zones (GCSE).
Science KS2: Describe the Earth, Sun and Moon as approximately spherical bodies; recognise
that the Earth’s surface consists of a number of plates which move (National Curriculum
Programmes of Study for Science).

Try This Next

Worksheet: Label the tectonic plates on a blank world map and describe what type of
boundary each has (convergent, divergent, transform).
Drawing task: Create a comic strip showing what happens at a plate boundary (e.g.,
earthquake, mountain formation).
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Growth Beyond Academics

The tactile nature of assembling the tectonic jigsaw supports the development of focus and patience,
as well as boosting spatial reasoning skills. The hands-on process likely nurtures curiosity about how
the Earth works and may encourage perseverance to complete the puzzle fully, fostering a sense of
accomplishment.


