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Core Skills Analysis
Art

¢ Analyzed the visual design and artistic elements of Pokémon cards, appreciating color
schemes, character design, and typography.

¢ Developed an eye for detail by sorting cards based on artwork styles and condition grading.

¢ Explored the conceptual creativity behind card illustrations and thematic consistency across
sets.

English

¢ Improved vocabulary related to trading, collecting, and market research through reading card
descriptions and value guides.

¢ Practiced writing skills by possibly documenting collections or composing trade offers.

¢ Enhanced comprehension by interpreting the text on cards and researching their histories.

History

e Learned about the historical evolution of Pokémon cards as a collectible and gaming
phenomenon.

e Researched the timeline of card editions, release dates, and changes in card design over
periods.

¢ Connected the development of Pokémon cards to broader cultural trends and gaming history.

Math

¢ Applied numerical skills by calculating card values, prices, and potential profits in trades.
¢ Used sorting and classification to organize cards according to rarity and set numbers.
¢ Engaged in basic financial literacy concepts through buying and selling cards.

Music

¢ Though not directly involved, the student may develop strategic thinking and pattern
recognition skills useful in music theory.
¢ Possibility of linking rhythm and sequencing skills when ordering cards systematically.

Physical Education

¢ Physical activity is minimal; however, manual dexterity and fine motor skills are engaged while
handling and sorting cards.

e Opportunities exist to integrate physical movement by organizing trades in person or at
events.

Science

¢ Practiced research skills by investigating card materials and production methods.

¢ Explored the concept of value and rarity, linking to principles of supply and demand in natural
sciences.

¢ Analyzed how environmental factors like card handling affect longevity and physical condition.

Social Studies

¢ Learned economic concepts through trading and collecting activities.
¢ Explored social interactions and community building within the trading card hobby.
¢ Investigated cultural significance and global popularity of Pokémon cards.
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Algebra

¢ Used algebraic thinking when estimating card values or setting up equations to determine
trade fairness.

¢ Applied problem-solving skills to calculate gains or losses from trading transactions.

¢ Considered variables affecting card prices, including rarity, condition, and market demand.

Life Science

e Studied characteristics of Pokémon creatures, linking their attributes to biological concepts
such as habitats or evolution.

e Explored classification systems similar to taxonomy through sorting various Pokémon types
and categories.

Physical Science

¢ Considered the materials (paper, plastic coatings) used to manufacture cards and their
physical properties.

¢ Investigated durability and effects of environmental factors like moisture or light on card
preservation.

World History

e Connected the global spread of Pokémon culture to historical patterns of international trade
and media influence.
e Learned about how Pokémon cards reflect cross-cultural exchange and globalization trends.

Humanities

e Explored storytelling and mythology embedded in Pokémon characters and cards.
¢ Investigated the cultural impact and creative expressions through the Pokémon franchise.
¢ Reflected on personal identity and community through participation in collecting and trading.

Tips

To deepen Riley’s learning experience with Pokémon card collection, consider integrating more
formal math exercises like tracking profit margins or creating statistical graphs of card values over
time. Encourage writing projects, such as a reflective journal or blog about trades and collecting
challenges, that blend English skills with personal insights. Use history lessons to create a timeline of
Pokémon card releases, connecting it to global events and pop culture trends, which reinforces the
interdisciplinary nature of the hobby. Finally, social engagement could be expanded by organizing a
local or online trading event to practice negotiation and communication skills.

Book Recommendations

e The Complete Pokémon Card Collector's Guide by Dan Aykroyd: A comprehensive reference
book introducing the history, valuation, and collecting tips for Pokémon cards.

e Mathematics for Everyday Life: Understanding Money and Values by Jessica Mark: A practical
guide that supports understanding financial literacy, useful for navigating buying and trading
hobbies.

e Pokémon Adventures: Red & Blue by Hidenori Kusaka: A manga series that explores the
Pokémon world, offering background that enhances collection appreciation.

Learning Standards

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.1: Cite textual evidence to support analysis of informational texts
(value guides, card descriptions).
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e CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.8.EE.B.5: Graph proportional relationships to show card prices varying
by rarity.

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.2: Write informative/explanatory texts about card collections or
trading strategies.

¢ CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.HSF-IF.C.7: Analyze functions modeling card value changes over time.

Try This Next

¢ Create a worksheet that guides sorting cards by rarity, type, and value to build classification
skills.

e Develop a quiz on Pokémon card terms, pricing strategies, and trading etiquette to reinforce
research and vocabulary.

Growth Beyond Academics

This activity supports development of patience, strategic thinking, and goal-setting as Riley
researches and organizes the card collection. Trading encourages social interaction and negotiation
skills, potentially boosting confidence and collaborative mindset. Handling valuable cards carefully
demonstrates growth in responsibility and attention to detail.
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