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Core Skills Analysis
Literacy & Narrative Analysis

¢ The student analyzed story elements such as character development, setting, and plot within
Hollow Knight's rich fantasy narrative.

¢ They identified themes like heroism, exploration, and mystery, fostering critical thinking about
story purpose and message.

¢ The student practiced interpreting dialogue and text embedded within gameplay, improving
reading comprehension in an interactive format.

e They explored symbolic elements and inferred meaning from the game’s environmental
storytelling and lore.

Problem Solving & Critical Thinking

¢ The student developed strategic thinking by navigating complex environments and overcoming
game challenges.

¢ They exercised decision-making skills to choose paths, combat techniques, and resource
management.

¢ Trial and error encouraged reflective thinking and adapting strategies when faced with failure or
obstacles.

e The activity promoted spatial awareness by mapping game areas and understanding movement
mechanics.

Art & Creativity

¢ The student appreciated intricate game design, art style, and character aesthetics unique to
Hollow Knight.

e They analyzed atmospheric elements such as color palettes, lighting, and animation to understand
mood setting.

¢ They could explore creative expression inspired by the game’s world through drawing or
designing their own characters.

¢ The student recognized how visual storytelling complements narrative and gameplay.

Tips

To deepen understanding, encourage the student to write a creative story or comic inspired by Hollow
Knight's world, blending imaginative writing with narrative structure learned. Integrating map-drawing
or sketching exercises can develop spatial reasoning and artistic skills simultaneously. Host discussions
about moral choices or character motivations in the game to build empathy and ethical reasoning.
Finally, encourage reflection journals describing problem-solving experiences in the game to solidify
learning and foster metacognition.

Book Recommendations

¢ The Hero with a Thousand Faces by Joseph Campbell: Explores mythological structure and
common patterns in storytelling similar to the hero’s journey witnessed in games like Hollow
Knight.

e Wonderbook: The lllustrated Guide to Creating Imaginative Fiction by Jeff VanderMeer: A creative
writing guide rich with visual prompts to inspire building fantasy worlds, characters, and stories.

e Drawing on the Right Side of the Brain by Betty Edwards: Teaches drawing techniques and
perceptual skills to enhance art appreciation and creativity linked to visual storytelling.
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https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=The+Hero+with+a+Thousand+Faces
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=Wonderbook%3A+The+Illustrated+Guide+to+Creating+Imaginative+Fiction
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=Drawing+on+the+Right+Side+of+the+Brain
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Learning Standards

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.3: Analyze how complex characters develop over the course of a text.

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences.

e CCSS.MATH.PRACTICE.MP1: Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RST.9-10.7: Integrate visual information with text in presentations and
assignments.

Try This Next

¢ Create a detailed map of the Hollow Knight world highlighting key locations explored and
character encounters.

¢ Write a short narrative from the perspective of a game character, focusing on motivations and
conflict resolution.

Growth Beyond Academics

This activity fosters persistence and resilience as the student faces and overcomes game challenges. It
also encourages curiosity and imagination through exploration of the game’s rich lore and creative
world-building. Reflective note-taking or journaling can help the student develop confidence in problem
solving while nurturing empathy through story engagement.
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