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Core Skills Analysis
Science (Neuroscience and Biology)

¢ Learned foundational concepts about the brain’s structure and functions as presented in the
documentary.

¢ Gained insight into how different parts of the brain control various activities and behaviors.

¢ Understood basic neurological processes through real-world examples provided in the film.

¢ Improved ability to connect scientific information delivered visually and aurally to cognitive
concepts.

Media Literacy and Critical Thinking

Developed skills in interpreting and analyzing documentary content critically.

Learned to identify key messages and supporting evidence presented by filmmakers.
Gained exposure to scientific communication styles and presentation techniques.
Enhanced understanding of differentiating between factual information and interpretation
within media.

Language Arts (Listening and Comprehension)

Practiced active listening skills by following complex explanations about brain science.
Expanded vocabulary related to neuroscience and biology through documentary narration.
Improved note-taking and summarization skills by recalling and articulating documentary
details.

Strengthened comprehension by relating new information to previously learned knowledge.

Tips

To deepen understanding gained from watching the 'Brain Child' documentary, encourage your
student to create a concept map or infographic summarizing the key brain functions discussed.
Supplement this with hands-on activities like simple brain model building or experiments
demonstrating neural reactions, such as reaction time tests. Another idea is to host a mini-debate or
discussion reflecting on how brain science relates to everyday behavior, helping to foster critical
thinking and verbal articulation. Finally, integrate writing assignments where the student reflects on
how knowledge of the brain influences personal habits, encouraging both scientific and personal
insight.

Book Recommendations

¢ The Brain: All about Our Nervous System and More! by Katrina Schwarz: An engaging and
accessible introduction to the human brain geared towards middle school readers, covering
basic anatomy and brain functions.

e Your Fantastic Elastic Brain: Stretch It, Shape It by JoAnn Deak, Ph.D.: This book uses creative
illustrations and simple language to explain brain plasticity and encourages kids to develop a
growth mindset.

e Neuroscience for Kids by Eric H. Chudler: A fun and informative resource that offers
explanations and activities about the brain and nervous system tailored for young learners.

Learning Standards

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.6.3: Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section
fits into the overall structure of a text and contributes to the development of the ideas.

¢ CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.6.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a
text, including figurative and connotative meanings.

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.6.2: Interpret information presented in diverse media and formats and
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explain how it contributes to a topic, text, or issue under study.
e MS-LS1-3: Plan and conduct an investigation to provide evidence that feedback mechanisms
maintain homeostasis.

Try This Next

¢ Design a worksheet that lists brain parts and asks the student to match their functions as
explained in the documentary.

¢ Create a quiz with true/false and multiple-choice questions about key facts from the
documentary.

¢ Write a short essay or journal entry about how understanding the brain can help improve study
habits or emotions.

Growth Beyond Academics

Watching a documentary like 'Brain Child' often sparks curiosity and wonder in students,
encouraging persistence in understanding complex topics. This activity can boost confidence as
learners grasp challenging scientific ideas and develop critical observation skills. It may also nurture
empathy by linking brain functions to human behavior, fostering thoughtful reflection about
themselves and others.
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