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Core Skills Analysis

Social-Emotional Learning

Sarah practiced empathy by recognizing the needs of smaller children and sharing her duck food
with them.
Sarah demonstrated generosity and kindness, important social values that foster positive peer
relationships.
The activity required Sarah to engage in social interaction, enhancing her communication and
cooperation skills.
By sharing, Sarah likely experienced the joy of giving, reinforcing positive emotional responses
linked to altruism.

Environmental Awareness

Sarah engaged directly with nature by feeding ducks, which can foster a deeper connection to
wildlife and outdoor environments.
Through this activity, she observed the behavior and needs of ducks in a pond habitat.
Feeding ducks provides a practical context to discuss ecosystems and the importance of
appropriate food for animals.
Sarah likely developed an awareness of responsible interaction with animals and nature.

Tips

To deepen Sarah's understanding and engagement, consider expanding the activity into a nature
journal project where she documents observations about ducks and other pond wildlife. This can
enhance her scientific inquiry and writing skills. Another idea is to introduce a simple lesson about
animal diets and environmental health, encouraging her to research which foods are safe for ducks to
eat. Facilitating group activities that involve sharing and cooperation can further develop her social
skills, while storytelling or role-playing games about animals and caring for others can nurture empathy.
Finally, a visit to a local nature center or a guided outdoor educational walk could broaden her
appreciation and knowledge of ecosystems.

Book Recommendations

Make Way for Ducklings by Robert McCloskey: A classic children's book about a duck couple
raising their ducklings in the city, highlighting themes of family and care.
The Duckling Gets a Cookie!? by Mo Willems: A humorous story that explores sharing and
kindness through interactions between a duck and an elephant.
Duck & Goose, Find a Pumpkin by Tad Hills: An engaging picture book emphasizing friendship and
cooperation between two bird friends.

Learning Standards

TEKS §110.7. English Language Arts and Reading: Reading/Comprehension Skills (10)(A) - making
inferences and drawing conclusions from text to support understanding; strengthened through
storytelling and discussions about sharing.
TEKS §113.15. Science, Grade 1-4: Organisms and Environments (6)(A) - explore systems in the
natural world and interdependence of organisms; connected via observing ducks and feeding
them responsibly.
TEKS §115.6. Health Education, Grade 3: Personal Responsibility (3)(B) - demonstrate behaviors
that respect self and others; illustrated by Sarah sharing and showing empathy.

https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=Make+Way+for+Ducklings
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=The+Duckling+Gets+a+Cookie%21%3F
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=Duck+%26+Goose%2C+Find+a+Pumpkin
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Try This Next

Create a 'Duck Diary' worksheet where Sarah records observations about ducks and their
behaviors after feeding them.
Develop quiz questions about duck diets and pond ecosystems to reinforce environmental
learning.

Growth Beyond Academics

This activity highlights Sarah’s budding empathy and generosity as she chooses to share generously
with younger children. It also reflects her ability to collaborate and communicate in a social setting,
demonstrating developing interpersonal skills and a caring attitude.


