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Core Skills Analysis

Social Studies

The student learned about the geographical concept of a watershed, specifically the
Chesapeake Bay Watershed, including how different land types such as forests, farmlands,
urban, and suburban areas contribute to the watershed.
They explored human-environment interaction through understanding conservation practices
aimed at protecting the watershed, highlighting the relationship between people and natural
resources.
The visual representation of the area from an aerial perspective helped the student develop
spatial awareness and map-reading skills related to topography and land use.
Exposure to educational panels provided insights into the cultural and environmental
significance of the Chesapeake Bay region, fostering an appreciation for local history and
ecological stewardship.

Tips

To deepen understanding of watersheds and their importance, consider organizing a hands-on
activity where the student creates a miniature watershed model using a tray, soil, water, and small
plants or objects to simulate land use. Take a nature walk or virtual tour to identify local rivers,
farms, and urban areas contributing to your area’s watershed while discussing human impact.
Encourage the student to keep a conservation journal, recording everyday actions that can protect
water quality and natural habitats, strengthening their sense of responsibility. Integrating storytelling
or role-play about how different communities depend on clean water from the watershed can make
the learning more relatable and vivid.

Book Recommendations

The Magic School Bus at the Waterworks by Joanna Cole: A fun and informative story that
takes children on a journey through the water cycle and water systems, helping them
understand how water moves through our world.
What is a Watershed? by Bobbie Kalman: This book clearly explains the concept of watersheds
and their vital role in the environment, perfect for young readers beginning to explore ecology.
Chesapeake Bay: An Environmental History by William W. Warner: Adapted sections suitable
for children can enlighten them about the history and environmental challenges of the
Chesapeake Bay area.

Learning Standards

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.2.3 - Describe the connection between a series of historical events,
scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.2.7 - Explain how specific images contribute to and clarify a text.
NCSS Standard: People, Places, and Environments - Understanding the relationship between
humans and their environment.
NGSS 2-ESS2-2 - Develop a model to represent the shapes and kinds of land and bodies of
water in an area.

Try This Next

Create a worksheet that asks the student to label a simplified map of the Chesapeake Bay
Watershed highlighting forests, farms, urban areas, and water bodies.
Design a fun quiz with questions like 'What is a watershed?' or 'Name three conservation
practices that protect the Chesapeake Bay.'
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Growth Beyond Academics

This activity likely encouraged curiosity and observational skills as the student engaged with
interactive and visual learning. It also promotes environmental stewardship and a sense of
connection to place, which can foster pride and motivation to care for natural resources. The multi-
sensory experience supports confidence in understanding complex concepts like geography and
ecology.


