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Core Skills Analysis
Science

¢ Patrick explored the concept of drought, understanding it as a prolonged period of deficient
rainfall that negatively impacts the environment.

¢ He learned about the causes and effects of drought on ecosystems, agriculture, water supply,
and daily life.

¢ Patrick identified how drought conditions affect plant and animal survival, prompting
considerations of environmental conservation.

e He began to appreciate the importance of water management and strategies to mitigate the
impact of drought.

Geography

¢ Patrick explored the geographical regions typically prone to drought, recognizing patterns
related to climate zones.

¢ He understood the relationship between weather, climate, and the frequency of drought
events in various parts of the world.

¢ Patrick considered human activities and natural processes contributing to drought severity and
duration.

¢ He investigated how communities around the world adapt to and manage drought conditions,
including cultural and economic impacts.

Tips

To deepen Patrick's understanding of drought, consider guiding him through a project that maps
historical drought occurrences around the world and analyzes their socio-economic impacts.
Encouraging hands-on experiments on water absorption in soil can illustrate drought’s effect on
agriculture. Introduce creative storytelling or a journal from the perspective of those affected by
drought to foster empathy. Finally, encourage research on water-saving technologies and policies to
highlight human solutions, connecting science, geography, and sustainability.

Book Recommendations

e Drought by David Cockcroft: An informative book that explains the causes and effects of
drought on the environment and people, using clear language and vivid images.

e The Water Princess by Susan Verde and Georgie Badiel: A beautifully illustrated story based on
a true childhood experience in Africa, highlighting the challenges of water scarcity during
drought.

¢ What Is a Drought? by Claire Llewellyn: A kid-friendly introduction to drought that explains its
scientific basis and how it impacts humans and nature.

Learning Standards

¢ ACSSUQ94 - Science understanding: Earth's surface dynamics, including weather patterns and
natural events like drought.

e ACHASSKO088 - Geography skills: Exploring weather events and their impact on environments
and people.

e ACSHE1O00 - Science inquiry skills: Investigating phenomena and formulating explanations.

e ACHASSIO069 - Geography inquiry and skills: Interpreting data on natural hazards and
environmental change.

Try This Next

¢ Create a drought timeline worksheet tracing major droughts in history and their impact.
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¢ Design a simple experiment to compare water retention in different types of soil to simulate
drought conditions.
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