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Core Skills Analysis

Science (Nature and Biology)

David learned about insects and their natural habitats by building a bug hotel, which helps him
understand the importance of shelter for small creatures.
He explored the concept of microhabitats by observing an ant lion under a microscope, gaining
insight into insect behaviors and physical characteristics.
The activity fostered hands-on learning and early scientific observation skills by interacting
directly with natural materials and live specimens.
David practiced curiosity and careful attention to detail while looking at tiny creatures,
enhancing his observational and inquiry abilities.

Fine Motor Skills and Engineering

Constructing the bug hotel helped David develop fine motor skills such as holding, placing, and
assembling small parts.
He practiced problem-solving and basic engineering principles by figuring out how to arrange
sticks and wood pieces to create a stable structure.
The activity engaged his spatial awareness as he visually organized components to build the
bug hotel.
Handling tools and materials under guidance boosted his confidence in building and creating
physical projects.

Environmental Awareness

David gained awareness of the importance of insects in ecosystems and how humans can
support biodiversity through creating habitats.
He learned to respect living creatures and their habitats by carefully observing the ant lion and
considering needs of bugs in the hotel.
The workshop likely encouraged a connection with nature and fostered a sense of stewardship
for the environment.
Understanding how small actions like building a bug hotel can help local wildlife promotes
early ecological responsibility.

Tips

To deepen David's understanding and excitement about bugs and habitats, encourage more outdoor
exploration by going on bug-catching walks where he can collect leaves, twigs, and small stones to
add to his bug hotel. Introduce simple scientific notebooks where he can draw the bugs he finds and
note their behavior, helping develop early recording skills. Try making different types of insect
houses with varied materials (like pine cones, bamboo sticks, or hollow stems) to see which attracts
more bugs and discuss why. Finally, plan a follow-up activity where David helps observe and care for
the bug hotel regularly, teaching patience and responsibility while watching the ecosystem develop
over time.

Book Recommendations

The Very Busy Spider by Eric Carle: A beautifully illustrated story teaching children about the
life of a spider as it weaves its web and explores the natural world.
Are You a Ladybug? by Jerry Pallotta: An engaging nonfiction book introducing young readers
to ladybugs and other insects, emphasizing facts and visual learning.
Bug Hotel by Lorraine Jean Hopping: A playful story that explains how a bug hotel is made and
why it’s important for insects, perfect for preschool learners.

https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=The+Very+Busy+Spider
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=Are+You+a+Ladybug%3F
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=Bug+Hotel
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Try This Next

Create a bug observation journal with drawing and simple labeling prompts about insects
found in the bug hotel.
Design a worksheet matching insects to their preferred habitats with pictures and simple
descriptions to reinforce learning.


