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Core Skills Analysis
History

¢ Interpreted the influence of ancient cultures, like Greek and Roman civilizations, on the English
language, highlighting historical continuity.

e Recognized how studying root words provides insight into historical language development and
cultural diffusion over time.

¢ Connected language origins to broader historical contexts, helping to understand how
historical societies shaped modern communication.

¢ Analyzed how Greek and Latin roots reflect historical knowledge domains such as mythology,
science, and governance.

Social Studies

¢ Explored the cultural impact of Greek and Roman civilizations on modern Western society
through language.

¢ Understood the role of language as a social tool influenced by historical civilizations and their
contributions to contemporary life.

¢ Identified social connections between historical communities and modern populations through
shared linguistic roots.

e Recognized that root words can reveal patterns of migration, conquest, and cultural exchange
in human societies.

Tips

To deepen Laura's understanding of Greek and Latin root words, consider incorporating hands-on
activities such as creating a 'root word dictionary' where she collects and illustrates roots with
examples. Engage in etymology treasure hunts that trace words back to their origins and explore
their historical significance. Use multimedia resources like documentaries or interactive websites
about ancient Greek and Roman cultures to connect language learning with cultural history.
Encourage storytelling by having Laura craft original sentences or short stories using words derived
from these roots to solidify comprehension and practical use.

Book Recommendations

¢ Greek and Latin Roots: Keys to Building Vocabulary by Timothy Rasinski: An engaging book
helping students understand the significance of Greek and Latin roots in vocabulary
development.

¢ The Roots of Greek Words: Learning Ancient Language Origins by Margaret Rooke: Introduces
Greek root words within their historical context to help learners appreciate their use and origin.

¢ Latin for Beginners by Benjamin L. D'Ooge: A classic text offering foundational knowledge of
Latin roots that influence modern language.

Learning Standards

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.4.B - Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and
roots as clues to the meaning of a word.

¢ CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.3 - Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical text,
including what happened and why.

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.3.D - Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform
about or explain a topic.

Try This Next

¢ Create a matching worksheet where Laura pairs root words with their meanings and example
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words to reinforce memorization.
¢ Design a quiz with root word origins and meanings followed by application questions where she
uses words correctly in sentences.
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