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Core Skills Analysis

Science

Recognized differences in plant shapes, colors, and sizes, developing early observational skills.
Identified various flowers and plants, enhancing understanding of biodiversity.

Begun learning basic botanical vocabulary such as ‘flower’, ‘leaf’, and ‘stem’.

Developed curiosity about living things and their environments through hands-on exploration.

Language Development

¢ Expanded vocabulary related to nature and plants by naming flowers and plants encountered.
¢ Practiced descriptive language by noticing colors, textures, and sizes of plants.

¢ Improved communication skills by discussing observations with caregivers or peers.

¢ Started forming simple categorization concepts by grouping plants and flowers.

Emotional and Social Development

e Experienced wonder and joy from connecting with nature, fostering positive feelings.

¢ Practiced patience and attention during the exploration walk.

¢ Engaged in cooperative learning if accompanied by others, promoting social interaction.
¢ Built confidence by successfully identifying plants leading to a sense of accomplishment.

Tips

Encourage frequent nature walks where the child can touch, smell, and observe plants closely to
deepen sensory experiences and botanical understanding. Use magnifying glasses or nature journals
to document findings, nurturing curiosity and fine motor skills. Incorporate storytelling by making up
tales about the plants encountered, helping boost imagination and language skills. Lastly, introduce
simple gardening at home, allowing the child to care for plants, learning responsibility and life cycles
firsthand.

Book Recommendations

e The Tiny Seed by Eric Carle: A beautifully illustrated story following a seed's journey as it
grows into a flower, providing a simple introduction to plant life cycles.

¢ Planting a Rainbow by Lois Ehlert: This colorful book introduces children to different flowers by
showing how seeds grow into a bright garden, perfect for emergent readers.

¢ What's Inside a Flower? by Rachel Ignotofsky: A child-friendly introduction to the parts and
functions of flowers with engaging visuals and facts.

Learning Standards

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.K.1: With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key
details in a text, applicable when discussing plant facts.

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.K.4: Describe familiar people, places, things, and events and, with
prompting and support, provide additional detail, connected to sharing observations about
plants.

¢ Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) - K-LS1-1: Use observations to describe patterns of
what plants and animals (including humans) need to survive.

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.5: With guidance and support, explore word relationships and nuances
in word meanings, supporting learning plant vocabulary.

Try This Next

¢ Create a simple ‘Nature Observation’” worksheet with spaces to draw and label plants and
flowers found during walks.
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¢ Organize a ‘Plant Scavenger Hunt’' checklist to encourage identifying specific plant types by
color, shape, or size.
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