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Core Skills Analysis

History

Understood the key objectives of the Truman Doctrine as a policy to contain communism and
support free peoples resisting subjugation.
Learned how the Marshall Plan aimed to economically rebuild Europe post-WWII to prevent the
spread of Soviet influence by stabilizing capitalist democracies.
Examined the nature of the Soviet Union's response, highlighting the ideological and
geopolitical tensions that fueled the early Cold War.
Developed awareness of how U.S. foreign policies in this era shaped the global balance of
power and initiated long-term international alliances.

Tips

To deepen Aiyana's understanding of Cold War dynamics, encourage her to explore primary source
documents such as speeches by Truman or Stalin to grasp their perspectives. Role-playing debates
representing American and Soviet viewpoints can bring historical tensions to life and hone critical
thinking. Additionally, mapping the countries involved and tracing economic aid flows from the
Marshall Plan will connect abstract policies to real-world impacts. Finally, comparing Cold War
policies with modern foreign relations could provide insight into enduring geopolitical strategies and
alliances.

Book Recommendations

The Cold War: A New History by John Lewis Gaddis: A well-written and accessible overview of
Cold War events, including the Truman Doctrine and the Marshall Plan, explaining complex
issues clearly for young readers.
Cold War in 50 Events by John W. Keller: This book breaks down major Cold War milestones
into digestible chapters, giving a chronological understanding of key policies and responses
from both sides.
The Marshall Plan: Dawn of the Cold War by J. A. S. Grenville: An engaging examination of the
Marshall Plan’s origins, goals, and effects, including analysis of the Soviet reaction and the
greater context of postwar Europe.

Learning Standards

GCSE History Specification: Understanding the causes, events, and consequences of the early
Cold War period.
GCSE History: Analysis of superpower relations and diplomatic history between 1945-1955.
GCSE History: Evaluating historical sources and perspectives relating to Cold War policies.

Try This Next

Create a timeline poster illustrating major events related to the Truman Doctrine, Marshall
Plan, and Soviet reactions.
Write a persuasive essay from the perspective of either the U.S. or the Soviet Union defending
their policies and actions during this period.
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