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Core Skills Analysis

Social Skills and Collaboration

Sarah practiced cooperative play by engaging in shared activities with her sister within the
game, which enhances teamwork and communication skills.
Playing together likely helped Sarah negotiate roles and responsibilities such as managing
resources or planning in-game tasks, fostering problem-solving abilities.
Engaging in a digital social environment provided Sarah with experience in understanding
different perspectives and respecting a partner’s choices during gameplay.

Strategic Thinking and Planning

Through gameplay, Sarah applied planning and resource management by deciding how to use
limited tools and materials available in Animal Crossing.
She likely developed critical thinking skills by setting goals within the game, such as building
and customizing her island or completing challenges.
Navigating the game’s mechanics required sequencing actions and adapting to dynamic game
events, reinforcing her ability to think ahead.

Digital Literacy and Creativity

Sarah explored digital environments, enhancing her ability to interact with technology
thoughtfully and purposefully.
The game’s customization features nurtured her creative skills as she personalized her virtual
space and made artistic choices.
Using the interface to manage inventory and organize items helped Sarah develop practical
digital navigation skills.

Tips

To deepen Sarah’s learning from playing Animal Crossing with her sister, encourage reflective
discussions about their teamwork, such as what strategies worked best and how they resolved any
conflicts. You can help Sarah plan her in-game activities by setting specific goals or challenges,
fostering her executive function skills. Integrate real-world math by comparing game currency and
budgeting in everyday transactions. Finally, extend creativity by having Sarah design or draw her
own ideal island map on paper, linking digital play with hands-on artistic expression.

Book Recommendations

Animal Crossing: New Horizons – Official Game Guide by DK Publishing: A comprehensive guide
that explains game mechanics, helping readers deepen their understanding and strategies.
The Friendship Code by Stacia Deutsch: A story about friendship and teamwork, encouraging
children to collaborate and solve problems together.
Digital Citizenship: Staying Safe and Ethical Online by Dr. Mike Ribble: Teaches children about
safe and responsible behavior in digital environments.

Learning Standards

TEKS 126.12.3HB: Organize and present information by developing plans and follow-through
strategies, as demonstrated through in-game goal setting and resource management.
TEKS 126.12.2A: Communicate effectively and work cooperatively with others, aligned with
collaborative play and shared decision-making with her sister.
TEKS 126.12.4D: Use digital tools with purpose, matching the development of digital literacy
skills in navigating and customizing the game.
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Try This Next

Create a worksheet where Sarah lists in-game resources and plans how she would allocate
them for different projects.
Design a drawing activity for Sarah to illustrate her custom island, labeling the areas and
explaining her choices.


