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Core Skills Analysis

Mathematics

Sarah learned how to calculate sales tax, understanding percentage-based calculations in
practical scenarios.
She applied multiplication and addition skills to determine the total cost of items after tax.
This exercise enhanced Sarah’s ability to work with decimals and percentages in real-world
contexts.
Sarah practiced problem-solving by interpreting price tags and applying the correct tax rate
consistently.

Financial Literacy

Sarah developed an awareness of how sales tax affects the total purchase price in everyday
shopping.
She gained insight into budgeting by recognizing the importance of adding tax to item costs.
This activity helped Sarah understand the role of taxes in commerce and their impact on
consumer spending.
Sarah practiced estimation and precision in financial calculations, sharpening her money
management skills.

Tips

To deepen Sarah’s understanding of tax calculations and financial concepts, consider incorporating
role-play shopping scenarios with varying tax rates or discounts to challenge her adaptability.
Introduce concepts of different types of taxes, such as state versus local tax, to broaden her fiscal
awareness. Encourage her to track expenses over a week to practice budgeting skills, helping her
connect arithmetic operations to everyday money management. Additionally, exploring the historical
or social reasons behind taxation can provide context on why taxes are necessary and how they
function in society.

Book Recommendations

Tax Me, I’m Rich! by Jim Aylesworth: A fun and approachable introduction to taxes and why we
pay them, perfect for elementary students.
Money Matters for Kids by Larry Burkett: This book introduces children to basic money
concepts including saving, spending, and taxes with easy examples.
The Everything Kids’ Money Book by Brette Sember: An engaging guide that covers earning,
saving, spending, and the effect of taxes in everyday life, tailored for kids.

Learning Standards

Mathematics - TEKS 4.2B: Use place value to multiply a number by a one-digit number and a
multiple of 10.
Mathematics - TEKS 4.3B: Add and subtract decimals to the hundredths place using concrete
models and strategies.
Mathematics - TEKS 4.8A: Identify equivalent forms of fractions, decimals, and percents.
Mathematics - TEKS 4.12A: Solve one- and two-step real-world problems involving addition,
subtraction, multiplication, and division.

Try This Next

Create a worksheet where Sarah calculates the total price for a list of items with different tax
rates applied.
Design a mock store environment where Sarah can practice calculating totals including tax
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during a pretend shopping trip.


