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Core Skills Analysis
Ethics and Philosophy

¢ Gwen explored complex ethical dilemmas around human behavior and morality as prompted
by the Joker's social boat experiment scene.

¢ She learned to analyze how extreme situations can reveal underlying human tendencies
towards cooperation or chaos.

¢ The activity helped Gwen practice critical thinking by debating differing philosophical
viewpoints on order, anarchy, and social responsibility.

¢ She gained awareness of how media and film narratives use ethical scenarios to provoke
reflection on societal values.

Media Studies

¢ Gwen examined the role of film in presenting psychological and ethical experiments in a
dramatic context.

¢ She learned to critique how visual storytelling can influence audience perceptions about
complex social issues.

¢ The discussion encouraged Gwen to interpret symbolism and thematic elements in the 'Dark
Night' film to deepen her understanding of character motivation.

¢ She practiced articulating her own interpretation while respecting different perspectives during
group dialogue.

Tips

To build on Gwen's understanding of ethics and human nature through media, consider organizing a
small project where she researches real-life psychological experiments on group behavior and
compares them with fictional portrayals. Encourage her to write reflective essays exploring how
ethical questions vary between controlled studies and societal contexts, including modern social
challenges. Incorporate role-playing debates where Gwen argues different sides of moral dilemmas
to enhance empathy and critical reasoning. Finally, expose her to films and literature from diverse
genres and cultures that tackle similar themes, broadening her perspective on human ethics and
media influence.

Book Recommendations

¢ The Morality Play by Barry Unsworth: A historical novel that explores themes of morality,
justice, and human behavior through a dramatic trial, offering rich material for ethical
reflection.

e The Ethics of What We Eat by Peter Singer and Jim Mason: A thought-provoking look at ethical
decision-making related to everyday choices, suitable for developing moral reasoning in
teenagers.

¢ Movies and Meaning: An Introduction to Film by Stephen Prince: An accessible guide to
understanding how films convey complex ideas, including ethical and social themes.

Learning Standards

¢ PSHE (Personal, Social, Health and Economic) Education: Developing critical thinking and
debating skills around societal issues (UK Framework)

¢ English Literature: Analyzing themes and character motivations in media texts (National
Curriculum English KS3: Reading - Understand and explore themes)

¢ Citizenship: Reflecting on moral values and social responsibility in different contexts (KS3
Citizenship 3.2 Exploring democracy and justice)
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Try This Next

¢ Design a worksheet that lists ethical questions from the boat experiment scene for Gwen to

answer with reasoned justifications.
¢ Create a role-play debate activity where Gwen and peers defend different ethical philosophies

exemplified in the film.
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