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Core Skills Analysis

Mathematics

Understands basic arithmetic concepts such as addition and subtraction through story-based
learning.
Develops number sense by following a narrative approach that integrates math into everyday
situations.
Practices problem-solving skills by engaging with math problems within a fun, contextualized
storyline.
Enhances ability to recognize math patterns and logical sequences through interactive
examples provided in the book.

Tips

To deepen understanding and keep the learning engaging, consider incorporating real-life math
experiences like counting coins or measuring ingredients during cooking. Encourage your child to
create their own simple math stories or comic strips inspired by the Life of Fred approach. Using
manipulatives such as blocks or counters can solidify abstract concepts. Additionally, discussing how
math applies to daily activities helps solidify the connection between numbers and real-world use,
fostering both interest and retention.

Book Recommendations

Life of Fred: Apples by Stanley F. Schmidt: The first book in the Life of Fred math series
introducing basic math concepts through a relatable story about Fred’s adventures.
Math Curse by Jon Scieszka and Lane Smith: A fun, imaginative book that explores math ideas
through a story about seeing the world through a mathematical lens.
Sir Cumference and the First Round Table by Cindy Neuschwander: A medieval adventure that
introduces concepts of geometry and measurement suitable for young learners.

Learning Standards

CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.1.OA.A.1 - Use addition and subtraction within 20 to solve word
problems.
CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.1.NBT.B.2 - Understand place value (for numbers up to 100).
CCSS.MATH.PRACTICE.MP1 - Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.
CCSS.MATH.PRACTICE.MP4 - Model with mathematics.

Try This Next

Create a worksheet that combines simple addition and subtraction problems contextualized in
everyday situations, like shopping or sharing toys.
Ask your child to write or draw their own short story involving a math challenge they solve,
inspired by the Life of Fred style.
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