Exploring the Night Sky: A Hands-On Astronomy Experience at the Gravity Discovery Centre / Subject Explorer /

LearningCorner.co

Core Skills Analysis
Science - Astronomy and Space

¢ Elodie learned about celestial bodies visible to the naked eye and through telescopes,
enhancing her observational skills and understanding of the night sky.

¢ She gained firsthand experience interacting with scientific exhibits, which helped her grasp
concepts related to gravity, space, and astronomy in an engaging, tactile way.

¢ By listening to astronomers and asking questions, Elodie practiced scientific inquiry and
developed a curiosity about space phenomena and current scientific knowledge.

e Hearing about the Skylab space station’s crash landing in Western Australia introduced her to
historical space exploration events and their impact on Earth.

Tips

Tips: To deepen Elodie's understanding and engagement with astronomy, consider planning a
backyard stargazing night using a basic telescope or binoculars to identify constellations and planets
discussed during the tour. Incorporate a creative journaling activity where she sketches celestial
objects or writes a story imagining life aboard the Skylab space station. Exploring multimedia
resources such as documentaries or interactive planetarium apps can provide rich, immersive
learning experiences about space phenomena. Finally, investigating local space history further can
contextualize Skylab’s crash and its significance to Western Australia.

Book Recommendations

¢ Night Sky Watcher by Mark Rovak: An engaging guide to identifying stars, planets, and
constellations visible to the naked eye, perfect for young astronomy enthusiasts.

¢ The Darkest Dark by Chris Hadfield: An inspiring story by astronaut Chris Hadfield about
overcoming fear of the dark and developing a love for space exploration.

e Space Exploration: From Skylab to SpaceX by Franklyn M. Branley: A clear overview of major
milestones in human spaceflight, including Skylab, featuring accessible explanations for young
readers.

Learning Standards

e Science Understanding: Earth and Space Sciences - Students describe the movement of the
Earth and Moon relative to the Sun (ACSSU115).

¢ Science Inquiry Skills - Identifying questions and planning investigations based on observations
and experiences (ACSIS124).

e Science as a Human Endeavour - Communicating scientific ideas and information using
evidence (ACSHE119).

Try This Next

¢ Create a stargazing logbook where Elodie records observations of different celestial objects
seen each night, noting dates, times, and descriptive details.

e Design a creative writing prompt: Imagine you are aboard the Skylab space station as it re-
enters Earth’s atmosphere. Write a diary entry describing your experience.
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