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Core Skills Analysis

Social Studies

Recognized the significance of Memorial Day as a day of remembrance and respect.
Experienced community participation by being part of a local event, fostering a sense of
belonging.
Observed symbols such as flags, marching bands, or veterans which introduce national
traditions and history.
Engaged with others in a public setting, beginning to understand civic rituals and public
ceremonies.

Emotional and Social Development

Developed empathy by observing honoring of veterans and remembering those who served.
Practiced social skills by interacting in a large group environment.
Encountered new sights and sounds which help regulate sensory responses and build tolerance
for crowds.
May have fostered pride and respect for community and country through participation.

Language Development

Heard new vocabulary related to Memorial Day, parades, and patriotism.
Observed adults and peers communicating in a ceremonial context, enhancing receptive
language skills.
Potentially practiced simple phrases or greetings appropriate for parade participation.
Engaged in listening to speeches, music, or announcements, thus developing auditory
processing.

Tips

To further develop Madalyn's understanding of Memorial Day and its importance, parents and
educators can introduce stories or picture books about veterans and community heroes to
personalize the celebration. Participating in related arts and crafts, like making flags or simple
patriotic decorations, can make abstract concepts tangible. Additionally, visiting a local veterans’
memorial or museum can deepen her connection to history and community. Encouraging simple
conversations about respect, gratitude, and community involvement helps embed social and
emotional learning in meaningful ways.

Book Recommendations

The Night Before Memorial Day by Natasha Wing: A gentle story that introduces children to the
traditions of Memorial Day, helping young readers understand the holiday's significance.
Stars and Stripes: The Story of the American Flag by Patricia A. Pingry: An engaging
introduction to the American flag, its history, and symbolism, ideal for young children.
Happy Memorial Day! by Margriet Ruurs: A simple book that explains Memorial Day's meaning
through photographs and descriptive text suited for toddlers.

Learning Standards

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.K.3: With prompting and support, describe the connection between two
individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of information in a text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.K.1: Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners
about kindergarten topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.
Social Studies Standard: Early Childhood - Understanding of community roles and celebrations.
SEL Competency: Recognizing and expressing empathy and respect.

https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=The+Night+Before+Memorial+Day
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=Stars+and+Stripes%3A+The+Story+of+the+American+Flag
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=Happy+Memorial+Day%21
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Try This Next

Create a coloring worksheet featuring flags, veterans, and parade elements for Madalyn to
color and discuss.
Encourage a simple drawing activity where Madalyn illustrates what she saw or liked most
about the parade.


