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Core Skills Analysis

Science

Cillian learned about natural materials and how they can be transformed into usable products
like paint.
The activity introduced basic concepts of chemistry, such as mixing and combining substances
to create new materials.
Cillian experienced hands-on experimentation, observing physical changes in color and texture
when natural items were processed.
This task fostered curiosity about the environment and encouraged exploration of the natural
world as a resource.

Art

Cillian explored color creation using unconventional materials, expanding creativity beyond
traditional paint supplies.
The process likely enhanced fine motor skills through stirring, mixing, and application of the
homemade paints.
Through creating his own paints, Cillian engaged in self-expression and learned to appreciate
the connection between nature and art.
He developed early understanding of color blending and texture variations based on different
natural ingredients.

Environmental Education

This activity instilled awareness of sustainability by using natural and possibly biodegradable
materials.
Cillian practiced mindfulness about consumption and waste by choosing to create paints from
accessible, eco-friendly sources.
It nurtured respect for natural resources and their potential in creative applications,
highlighting the importance of conservation.
Engaging directly with nature likely boosted Cillian’s connection to the environment and
stewardship values.

Tips

Encourage Cillian to experiment with different natural materials like berries, spices, or soil to observe
varying colors and textures, fostering scientific inquiry and artistic exploration. Extend learning
through creating simple experiments to test which materials make the most durable or vibrant paint,
introducing the scientific method at an early level. Organize nature walks to collect safe items for
paint-making, integrating environmental education and sensory experiences. Finally, facilitate a
small art exhibit or sharing session allowing Cillian to discuss his creations, boosting language skills
and confidence in expressing scientific and artistic ideas.

Book Recommendations

Mix It Up! by Herbert P. Guldberg: A playful introduction to colors and mixing, perfect for young
children who want to experiment with paints and understand how colors combine.
The Tiny Seed by Eric Carle: This classic story connects with nature and growth cycles,
inspiring children to see the natural world as a source of many materials, including color.
I Can Paint! Nature Colors by Maya L. Sweamer: A simple guide encouraging kids to make art
from nature, highlighting different plants, berries, and earth materials that can be transformed
into paint.

https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=Mix+It+Up%21
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=The+Tiny+Seed
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=I+Can+Paint%21+Nature+Colors
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Learning Standards

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.K.3: With prompting and support, describe the connection between two
individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of information in a text (applied here in connecting natural
materials with their uses).
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.K.4: Describe familiar people, places, things, and events and, with
prompting and support, provide additional detail.
NGSS K-2-ETS1-1: Ask questions, make observations, and gather information about a situation
people want to change to define a simple problem that can be solved through the
development of a new or improved object or tool (relates to making natural paints).
NGSS K-2-ETS1-2: Develop a simple sketch, drawing, or physical model to illustrate how the
shape of an object helps it function (aligned with understanding paint application and tools).

Try This Next

Create a 'color scavenger hunt' worksheet prompting Cillian to find natural items that could be
used to make paint, documenting their colors and textures.
Design a simple experiment chart that tracks how different natural paints dry and blend,
encouraging observation and recording skills.


