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Core Skills Analysis
English Language Arts

¢ Developed an understanding of rhetoric as the art of persuasive speaking and writing, highlighting
the importance of audience engagement and clear messaging.

e Learned to identify and use rhetorical devices such as ethos, pathos, and logos to craft compelling
arguments.

¢ Gained skills in structuring arguments effectively, including introduction, body, and conclusion, to
enhance the clarity and impact of communication.

e Explored the role of tone, style, and word choice in influencing an audience’s perception and
response.

Tips

To deepen comprehension and practical skills in rhetoric, encourage the student to analyze speeches or
persuasive essays by public figures and identify the strategies they use. Creating their own speeches or
persuasive letters on topics they care about can provide experiential learning and boost confidence.
Engaging in debates or discussions with peers offers real-time practice in applying rhetorical principles
and adapting arguments to different audiences. Additionally, exploring rhetorical elements in various
media, such as advertisements or political campaigns, can illustrate the widespread use of rhetoric in
everyday life.

Book Recommendations

e Thank You for Arguing by Jay Heinrichs: An engaging guide to the art of persuasion that introduces
readers to classical and contemporary rhetorical techniques.

¢ The Elements of Eloquence by Mark Forsyth: A witty exploration of rhetorical devices that enhance
writing and speaking effectiveness.

¢ Word Power Made Easy by Norman Lewis: A vocabulary-building book that supports strong
expressive and persuasive communication skills.

Learning Standards

¢ KS3 English: Language - Understand how grammar, vocabulary, and rhetorical devices achieve
effects and influence readers (NC 2014 English Programme of Study, KS3).

e KS3 English: Speaking and Listening - Use speaking skills to adapt speech for different audiences
and purposes, including persuasion (NC 2014, KS3).

¢ KS3 English: Writing - Plan, draft, and edit extended pieces with consideration of audience and
purpose, employing persuasive techniques (NC 2014, KS3).

Try This Next

¢ Worksheet: Identify examples of ethos, pathos, and logos in a famous speech and explain their
effect.

e Writing Prompt: Craft a persuasive letter aimed at convincing local authorities to improve
community services.
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