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Core Skills Analysis

Art and Creativity

Developed fine motor skills through shaping and molding air-dry clay, which enhances hand-
eye coordination.

Explored three-dimensional design concepts by building forms and structures with clay,
fostering spatial awareness.

Expressed personal creativity and imagination by designing unique shapes and figures with the
malleable material.

Gained patience and attention to detail during the drying process and careful craftsmanship.

Sensory and Emotional Development

e Engaged sensory experiences by handling the tactile texture of air-dry clay, which can
enhance sensory integration.

¢ Experienced emotional satisfaction and pride through the act of creation and seeing a project
take shape.

¢ Practiced focus and mindfulness by concentrating on the clay-building process, potentially
reducing stress.

¢ Learned to cope with challenges such as ensuring the clay holds together or dries properly,
promoting problem-solving.

Tips

Encourage Harry to experiment with various textures and tools to imprint patterns on the air-dry
clay, broadening his tactile experience and creative expression. Introduce story-building by having
him create characters or objects that relate to a narrative he invents, linking art and literacy skills.
Taking the finished pieces into a painting or decorating phase can help develop color theory
understanding and fine motor control. Lastly, setting up a mini-exhibit or photo journal of his
creations can bolster his confidence and communication skills as he explains his artwork to others.

Book Recommendations

e The Artful Parent: Simple Ways to Fill Your Family's Life with Art & Creativity by Jean Van't Hul:
A practical guide offering art projects and creative inspiration for children, including clay work
and sensory activities.

¢ lggy Peck, Architect by Andrea Beaty: A fun story encouraging creativity and building skills
through the adventures of a young child architect.

¢ Not a Stick by Antoinette Portis: A picture book that celebrates imagination and creativity,
perfect for inspiring children to see everyday objects differently—similar to working with clay.

Learning Standards

e ACAMAMO059 - Develop imaginative and innovative responses to given themes, stimulating
original ideas through working with clay.

e ACAMAROG60 - Use materials, techniques, and processes safely to develop skills in manipulating
three-dimensional forms.

¢ ACELY1683 - Create short imaginative, informative, and persuasive texts to share ideas about
artwork and building projects.

e ACPPSO021 - Explore and recognize contributions of physical activity, including fine motor skill
development during hands-on art activities.

Try This Next

¢ Create a step-by-step drawing worksheet where Harry sketches his clay design before building
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it to enhance planning and visualization skills.
¢ Design a mini quiz with questions like 'What happens to air-dry clay as it dries?' or 'Name three
shapes you can create with clay' to reinforce learning.
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