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Core Skills Analysis

History and Cultural Studies

Dylan learned about the ancient Egyptian writing system by engaging directly with
hieroglyphics to spell his name, enhancing his understanding of symbolic representation in
history.
He gained insight into the cultural importance of cartouches in ancient Egypt, which were used
to encase and protect names.
By physically shaping clay, Dylan experienced how artisans historically created personal
symbols, bridging hands-on craft with historical concepts.
He practiced decoding and selecting specific hieroglyphic symbols that correspond to sounds
or letters, fostering early cryptographic and linguistic skills.

Art and Fine Motor Skills

Dylan developed fine motor skills through manipulating clay to create small, detailed shapes
representing hieroglyphic characters.
He explored three-dimensional art by transforming a flat symbolic language into tactile and
sculptural form.
The activity nurtured creativity as he personalized his cartouche, balancing accuracy with his
own artistic expression.
He practiced spatial awareness by arranging symbols within the cartouche shape thoughtfully.

Language and Literacy

Dylan practiced phonetic recognition by matching sounds in his name to corresponding
hieroglyphic symbols.
He increased awareness of written language systems, learning that different cultures have
unique alphabets or logographic systems.
Engaging with hieroglyphs introduced concepts of symbol-to-sound mapping, foundational for
later reading and writing skills.
He enhanced spelling skills through the challenge of representing his name accurately in a
non-Latin script.

Tips

To deepen Dylan's understanding and appreciation, you can extend the learning with: creating a
story around the meanings of each hieroglyph used in his cartouche to build narrative skills;
exploring other ancient writing systems like cuneiform or Mayan glyphs to compare cultures;
conducting a hands-on archaeology dig simulation with clay artifacts to foster historical curiosity and
scientific thinking; and encouraging Dylan to write his name using modern alphabets and then
translate it into hieroglyphs or other codes, reinforcing letter-sound relationships and code-breaking
skills.

Book Recommendations

The Magic Tree House Fact Tracker: Mummies and Pyramids by Mary Pope Osborne & Will
Osborne: This non-fiction companion book introduces young readers to ancient Egyptian life,
culture, and writing systems, perfect for supplementing art and history activities.
How to Read Egyptian Hieroglyphs: A Step-by-Step Guide to Teach Yourself by Mark Collier &
Bill Manley: An approachable introduction to hieroglyphs for young readers, encouraging
further exploration of ancient Egyptian symbols with engaging exercises.
My Name is Sangoel by Karen Lynn Williams: A beautiful story about identity and names across
cultures, inspiring children to respect different ways names are represented.

https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=The+Magic+Tree+House+Fact+Tracker%3A+Mummies+and+Pyramids
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=How+to+Read+Egyptian+Hieroglyphs%3A+A+Step-by-Step+Guide+to+Teach+Yourself
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=My+Name+is+Sangoel
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Learning Standards

History (ACHHK027): Explore and describe aspects of the ancient past, such as Egyptian
culture and writing.
The Arts (ACAVAM107): Develop skills in manipulating materials to create artworks that
communicate ideas.
English (ACELA1464): Understand and use language features, including letters and symbols,
for communication.
Technologies (ACTDEK003): Generate ideas and produce simple artworks using different
materials.

Try This Next

Worksheet that asks Dylan to draw each hieroglyph symbol in 'his name' cartouche and write
its meaning or sound beneath it.
A quiz game to match common hieroglyph symbols with modern alphabet letters to reinforce
symbol-sound connections.


