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Core Skills Analysis

History

Gained knowledge about the significance of the Tenterfield Oration in Australian history,
appreciating its role in the movement towards Federation.
Understood the key points and themes presented in the 1889 speech delivered by Sir Henry
Parkes, recognizing its impact on nation-building.
Explored the historical context surrounding the Oration, including the political and social
environment of colonial Australia in the late 19th century.
Developed skills in interpreting primary historical texts and connecting them to broader
historical narratives and events.

Literacy

Enhanced reading comprehension through analysis of historical speech content and vocabulary
relevant to the time period.
Practiced summarization by identifying the main arguments and persuasive techniques used in
the Oration.
Improved ability to articulate understanding by discussing or writing about the speech's
purpose and significance.
Engaged with persuasive writing styles, gaining insight into rhetorical devices and how
speeches influence public opinion.

Tips

To deepen understanding of the Tenterfield Oration and its broader implications, encourage the
student to role-play as key historical figures, imagining their perspectives during the Federation
movement. Visiting a local museum or exploring virtual tours about Australian colonial history can
provide contextual learning and tangible connections to the event. Integrate creative writing by
asking the student to draft a speech inspired by the themes of unity and nationhood relevant to
today’s world. Additionally, researching other landmark speeches globally can highlight the power of
words in shaping history, fostering comparative analytical skills.

Book Recommendations

Australia's Greatest Prime Ministers by Alison Lloyd: Provides insight into influential Australian
leaders including Sir Henry Parkes, helping students understand their roles in shaping the
nation.
The Big Book of Australian History by Peter Macinnis: A comprehensive overview of key
moments in Australia's past, including Federation and pivotal speeches like the Tenterfield
Oration.
Speech! Speech!: A Kid's Guide to Famous Speeches by Robert C. Worley: Introduces students
to powerful speeches from history, teaching the art of rhetoric and the impact of words.

Learning Standards

ACHASSK089 – The role of a significant individual and group in shaping a colony/territory and
the Australian nation.
ACELY1713 – Navigate, read and interpret information to locate, select and organise relevant
information and ideas.
ACHASSI126 – Develop texts, including narratives and persuasive texts that incorporate
historical content and style.
ACELY1721 – Plan, draft and publish imaginative, informative and persuasive texts featuring
key persuasive devices.
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Try This Next

Create a timeline worksheet highlighting the events leading up to and following the Tenterfield
Oration to contextualize its historical significance.
Write a persuasive speech or letter from the perspective of a 19th-century Australian citizen
responding to Sir Henry Parkes’ call for unity.


