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Core Skills Analysis

English / Literacy

Developed critical thinking skills by evaluating the strengths and weaknesses of books.
Practiced clear and structured writing to express personal opinions and summarize content.
Expanded vocabulary through reading and articulating thoughts about different texts.
Improved comprehension by identifying key themes, characters, and plot elements to include
in reviews.

Tips

Tips: To deepen understanding from writing book reviews, encourage exploring different genres to
compare and contrast styles and themes, which broadens literary exposure. Incorporate discussions
or presentations of the reviews to build oral communication skills and promote confidence. Integrate
creative extensions such as rewriting the ending or designing a new book cover to engage
imaginative thinking alongside analytical skills. Finally, setting up a peer review system can help the
student learn to give and receive constructive feedback, enhancing social and critical literacy skills.

Book Recommendations

How to Read a Book by Mortimer J. Adler: A guide to becoming a more analytical reader which
helps students understand and critique texts thoughtfully.
The Romeo and Juliet Code by Phoebe North: An engaging novel that encourages readers to
think critically about plot and character motivations, ideal for inspiring insightful reviews.
My Book About Me by Dr. Seuss: Encourages kids to write about themselves and what they like
to read, helping build confidence in expressing personal views.

Learning Standards

ACELY1714 - Plan, draft and publish imaginative, informative and persuasive texts containing
key information and supporting details for a widening range of audiences, demonstrating
increasing control over text structures and language features.
ACELY1720 - Use comprehension strategies to interpret, analyse and synthesize ideas and
information, critiquing ideas and issues from a variety of textual sources.
ACELY1711 - Use interaction skills, varying conventions of spoken interactions such as voice
volume, tone, pitch and pace, and using auditory and visual cues to contribute to discussions
and presentations.

Try This Next

Create a worksheet template to guide writing book reviews with sections for summary, favorite
parts, and recommendations.
Design a quiz with multiple-choice and short-answer questions about book elements like plot,
characters, and themes to reinforce comprehension.
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