
Growing Skills with Stardew Valley: Farming, Math, and Community Learning for Kids / Subject Explorer /
LearningCorner.co

June 4, 2025 - Page 1 of 2

Core Skills Analysis

Science

Understanding basic agricultural concepts such as planting, watering, and harvesting crops.
Recognizing seasonal changes and how they affect farming activities and crop growth cycles.
Exploring animal care by feeding and tending to farm animals, learning about their needs and
routines.
Observing ecosystem interactions through crop cultivation and animal husbandry within a
simulated environment.

Math

Applying basic math skills to manage farm finances, such as budgeting and calculating profits.
Measuring time and resources efficiently to optimize crop growth and animal care schedules.
Counting and sorting different types of crops and items harvested from the farm.
Strategizing resource allocation to maximize farm productivity within given constraints.

Social Studies

Learning about community interactions through engaging with in-game characters and
completing tasks.
Understanding economic principles such as trade, labor, and market demand in a farm
economy.
Experiencing the importance of cooperation and relationships within a small town setting.
Gaining insight into rural lifestyles and the responsibilities involved in maintaining a farm.

Emotional and Social Development

Building patience and responsibility by regularly tending to daily farm duties.
Developing goal-setting skills by planning and achieving in-game objectives.
Encouraging empathy and kindness through interactions and relationships with in-game
characters.
Experiencing a sense of accomplishment and pride as the farm grows and prospers.

Tips

Tips: To build on the learning from this farming simulation, consider incorporating hands-on
gardening projects where your child plants and cares for real seeds to experience growth cycles
firsthand. Use math skills by tracking expenses and profits from a farmer's market or pretend play
store. Explore local rural history or visit a nearby farm to connect the game concepts with real-world
farming and community dynamics. Encourage journaling or drawing about their farm's progress to
reflect on responsibility and goal-setting, fostering emotional growth alongside academic learning.

Book Recommendations

The Year at Maple Hill Farm: Four Seasons on an Organic Farm by Alice Provensen, Martin
Provensen: A beautifully illustrated book that follows the farming year, highlighting crop cycles
and seasonal changes.
Farm Anatomy: The Curious Parts and Pieces of Country Life by Jack Stauber: A fun and
informative guide introducing children to different parts of a farm and rural lifestyle.
Farmers Markets by Kaleena Christie: Explains how farmers markets operate and the basics of
buying and selling farm products.

Learning Standards

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.2.3 - Describe the connection between a series of historical events,
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scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text.
CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.2.MD.B.5 - Use addition and subtraction within 100 to solve word
problems involving lengths.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.2.1 - Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners
about grade 2 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.
CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.2.OA.A.1 - Use addition and subtraction within 100 to solve one- and
two-step word problems.

Try This Next

Create a worksheet where the child calculates crop yields and profits based on different
planting choices.
Design a drawing task to map out their dream farm layout, including crops, animals, and
community buildings.


