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Core Skills Analysis
Art & Craftsmanship

¢ Developed fine motor skills and hand-eye coordination through precise leather cutting and
tooling.

¢ Gained understanding of traditional leatherworking techniques such as stamping, embossing,
or lacing.

¢ Learned to plan and design a functional piece of art, integrating aesthetics with utility.

¢ Experienced working with unconventional materials, encouraging creative problem-solving and
adaptation.

History & Culture

e Explored historical uses of leather in bookbinding and personal items, connecting craft to
cultural heritage.

¢ Recognized the significance of handmade crafts in preserving tradition and artisanal skills.

e Appreciated the value of materials and methods before the digital age, linking past to present
art forms.

Tips

Encourage the student to research different cultural styles of leatherwork to inspire their next journal
cover, exploring motifs from various regions of the world. They can also experiment with dyeing
leather or adding decorative elements such as metal studs or stitching, broadening their material
vocabulary. To deepen the connection between function and art, have them test durability by using
their journal daily and reflect on how design choices affect practical use. Finally, invite them to
document the entire creation process visually or through writing, emphasizing storytelling and
reflective skills.

Book Recommendations

e The Art of Leather Crafting by Ronald Townsend: A detailed guide to many leatherworking
techniques suitable for young adults eager to explore traditional crafts.

e Crafting with Leather: Create 20 Handmade Projects by Beth Baldauf: Step-by-step instructions
for various leather projects, encouraging creativity and skill development.

¢ A History of Handbound Books by Julia Miller: Explores the evolution of bookbinding across
cultures with beautiful illustrations that highlight the use of leather.

Learning Standards

¢ CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey
ideas.

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.8.3: Analyze how a text makes connections among individuals, ideas, or
events.

¢ CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.8.4: Present claims and findings clearly in a formal style.

e CCSS.MATH.PRACTICE.MP1: Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them through
creative problem-solving during design.

Try This Next

¢ Create a worksheet to design personalized leather tool patterns incorporating symbols or
monograms.

¢ Write a short essay about the historical importance of leather book covers and their evolution
over time.
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