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Core Skills Analysis

Science & Biology

Frankie learned about the needs of a living organism, such as feeding and basic care, by
interacting with the Axolotl tamagotchi.
The activity introduced the concept of responsibility in caring for a living being, mirroring real-
life animal care.
Frankie observed cause and effect by seeing how feeding and care impacted the Axolotl's
wellbeing.
The digital model helped Frankie connect biological concepts to technology, showing how
living creatures can be simulated.

Technology & Digital Literacy

Frankie developed skills using an online program, enhancing navigation and digital interaction
abilities.
The design component encouraged creativity and decision-making in customizing the Axolotl
tamagotchi.
Frankie gained experience in virtual responsibility through daily maintenance tasks within the
program.
The activity allowed Frankie to practice time management by remembering to care for the
tamagotchi consistently.

Personal Development & Emotional Learning

Frankie experienced empathy and nurturance by caring for a virtual pet, promoting emotional
intelligence.
The activity helped Frankie to practice focus and sustained attention through regular care
tasks.
By seeing the consequences of care or neglect, Frankie learned about the importance of
consistent responsibility.
The game likely encouraged patience and problem-solving when responding to the Axolotl's
needs.

Tips

To deepen Frankie's understanding and engagement, consider creating a real-world comparison by
researching actual axolotls together, discussing their habitat, diet, and life cycle. Incorporate a
hands-on project, like drawing or crafting an axolotl habitat using a shoebox aquarium to enhance
his creative and scientific inquiry skills. Extend the digital learning by encouraging Frankie to keep a
care journal for the tamagotchi, helping develop writing and reflective skills about responsibility and
empathy. Finally, introduce basic coding or game design concepts by exploring simple programming
platforms where Frankie can experiment with creating or modifying virtual pets, reinforcing his
digital literacy and problem-solving abilities.

Book Recommendations

Axolotls by Emily Bone: A captivating nonfiction introduction to axolotls, exploring their unique
biology and fascinating regeneration abilities, perfect for young learners.
Tamagotchi Digital Pets by Charlotte Guillain: This book dives into the history and impact of
digital pets like Tamagotchis, blending technology and fun for kids interested in virtual care.
The Care and Keeping of You by Valorie Schaefer: A thoughtful book about responsibility and
self-care, reinforcing the nurturing themes encountered when caring for a virtual pet.

https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=Axolotls
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=Tamagotchi+Digital+Pets
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=The+Care+and+Keeping+of+You
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Learning Standards

Science (Year 4) – Living things and their habitats: Recognising the needs of living things,
linked to understanding how to care for a creature. (NC Science - Year 4)
Computing (Year 4) – Use technology purposefully to create and manipulate digital content,
demonstrating skills in using online programs. (NC Computing - Year 4)
Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education (PSHE) – Developing responsibility and
empathy through caring for others, aligned with understanding personal and social wellbeing.
(PSHE Education)

Try This Next

Create a worksheet where Frankie lists the Axolotl's needs and explains why each is important
for its survival.
Write a short story from the perspective of the Axolotl about its daily life and feelings when
cared for versus neglected.


