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Core Skills Analysis

Art and Creativity

Explored mixing and applying different paint colors on a three-dimensional surface.
Developed fine motor skills through brush handling and detail work on small rock surfaces.
Practiced making aesthetic choices about color combinations and patterns.

Gained a sensory experience through tactile engagement with the rocks and paint textures.

Science a€“ Nature and Materials

¢ Learned about natural materials by interacting directly with rocks.

¢ Observed how paint adheres to different stone surfaces, introducing basic concepts of texture and
absorption.

¢ Gained an understanding of the physical properties of rock as a medium for art.

e Encouraged curiosity about the origin and types of rocks through hands-on exploration.

Emotional and Social Development

Expressed emotions and individuality through choice of colors and designs.

e Experienced a calming, focused activity promoting mindfulness and patience.
Developed confidence in creating and completing a personalized art project.
Potentially practiced sharing materials and collaborating if done in a group setting.

Tips

To deepen your child's understanding and enjoyment of rock painting, consider integrating storytelling
by having them create characters or scenes on their rocks. This can develop narrative skills along with
artistic expression. Visit a natural history museum or park to collect and identify different types of rocks,
linking art to science exploration. Incorporate lessons about primary and secondary colors by mixing
paints before applying them to rocks, enhancing color theory knowledge. Encourage your child to paint
rocks that reflect seasonal themes or emotions, fostering emotional literacy and creativity.

Book Recommendations

e Mix It Up! by Herbert P. Ginsburg: A colorful introduction to how colors mix together, perfect for
budding young artists exploring paint and creativity.

e The Rock Factory: The Story about the Rock and Fossil Shop by Jacqui Bailey: A kid-friendly look at
different types of rocks and how they are found and used, connecting science to hands-on
activities.

¢ |sh by Peter H. Reynolds: A story celebrating creativity and the value of making art your own way,
encouraging confidence in artistic expression.

Learning Standards

e Arts Education (Canadian Curriculum) 8€“ Demonstrates creativity and experimentation in the use
of media and materials (Arts K-3).

e Science (Earth and Space Science) a€” Observes and describes physical properties of natural
materials (Grade 1-2).

¢ Health and Physical Education a€“ Develops fine motor skills through controlled movements
(Kindergarten-Grade 1).

e Social-Emotional Learning a€“ Expresses emotions and builds self-confidence through creative
tasks (Early Learning Framework).
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Try This Next

¢ Create a simple worksheet with different patterns and shapes for children to try painting on rocks.
¢ Have your child write a short story or description about the painted rocks they created, connecting
art to writing skills.
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