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Core Skills Analysis

English

Liam learned to recognize root words and how different prefixes or suffixes can expand or
change the meaning of a word within the word tree.
He practiced vocabulary development by exploring related words branching off from a central
word, helping build connections between terms.
He enhanced his spelling skills by visually constructing word families and seeing patterns in
word formation.
Through the activity, Liam strengthened his morphological awareness, understanding how the
structure of words impacts their meaning.

Tips

To deepen Liam's understanding of word structures, encourage him to create his own word trees
using new root words related to his interests. Integrate exploring synonyms and antonyms within the
branches to widen his vocabulary further. Promote fun writing challenges where he composes short
stories or sentences that include several words from a word tree, reinforcing usage in context.
Lastly, use digital tools or apps that allow interactive word tree creation, combining visual learning
with technology.

Book Recommendations

Word Nerd by Susin Nielsen: A humorous story about a boy who loves words, perfect for
expanding vocabulary and understanding word affection.
The Word Collector by Peter H. Reynolds: A beautifully illustrated book inspiring children to
gather, understand, and cherish new words.
Merriam-Webster's Vocabulary Builder by Mary Wood Cornog: A practical resource filled with
word families and roots to improve vocabulary systematically.

Learning Standards

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.4 - Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning
words and phrases based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of
strategies.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.4.B - Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and
roots as clues to the meaning of a word.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.2.D - Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as
needed.

Try This Next

Create a worksheet where Liam adds prefixes and suffixes to a given root word to form new
words, then uses them in sentences.
Design a quiz asking Liam to identify root words, prefixes, or suffixes from a list of complex
words.
Challenge Liam to draw his own word tree for a favorite word, illustrating how it branches into
related words.
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