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Core Skills Analysis
Drama

¢ Learnt the importance of script formatting, especially using double spacing to enhance
readability and performance clarity.

¢ Gained awareness of how spacing affects the pacing of dialogue delivery and actor interaction
in a play.

¢ Developed attention to detail by practicing standardized script formats used in professional
drama writing.

English

¢ Practiced text formatting skills essential for professional writing, understanding how
presentation affects reader engagement.

¢ Recognized how structural choices in writing (e.g., spacing) contribute to effective
communication and understanding.

¢ Reinforced typing and editing skills by adjusting scripts to meet formatting conventions.

e Explored the visual aspect of written works by understanding how layout influences
appearance and flow of text.

¢ Considered the creative presentation element in scripts, which impacts actors’ visualization
and interpretation.

¢ Developed an appreciation for how graphic design principles such as spacing and layout aid
storytelling.

Tips

To deepen understanding of drama script formatting and its effects, encourage the student to write
their own short scripts applying varied spacing styles and note how this changes the reading
experience. They could perform scenes or read scripts aloud with a partner to feel pacing
differences. Additionally, exploring published scripts from plays or movies to compare formatting can
strengthen analytical skills. Integrating basic graphic design concepts, such as margins and font
choices, will also enhance their awareness of how visual presentation supports drama and English
literacy.

Book Recommendations

e The Playbook: 52 Rules to Aim, Shoot and Score in This Game Called Life by Anthony Taylor: A
friendly guide that ties principles of teamwork and play to life skills, including insights into the
world of drama and performance.

¢ Drama Games for Classrooms and Workshops by Kris Newton: Offers practical activities that
enhance understanding of drama elements such as script reading, presentation, and
expressive movement.

e English for the Australian Curriculum Year 5 by Just Write: Supports literacy development with
practical lessons on writing, editing, and presentation, aligning with curriculum standards.

Learning Standards

e ACELT1610 - Using script features including dialogue, stage directions and spacing for effective
drama writing and presentation.

e ACELA1517 - Experimenting with text structures and language to convey ideas imaginatively
and effectively in English.

e ACELA1503 - Understanding the role of presentation features such as layout and spacing in
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texts to enhance meaning.
Try This Next

¢ Create a worksheet for rewriting a short drama scene using different spacing options and
explaining how each affects readability and emotion.

¢ Write a mini-script and perform it with varying pacing suggestions indicated by different
spacing, noting how spacing guides dramatic effect.
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