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Core Skills Analysis
Science and Nature

¢ Observed the movement of a large boat on water, introducing basic transportation and physics
concepts such as buoyancy and motion.

¢ Noticed environmental elements such as water, wind, and possibly wildlife, sparking curiosity
about natural surroundings.

¢ Gained a sensory experience with water smells, sounds of waves and engines, and visual stimuli
that support observational skills.

¢ Understood the concept of crossing from one place to another using a ferry, relating to geography
and spatial awareness.

Social Studies and Safety

¢ Learned about public transportation and communal activities, understanding that ferries carry
many people to shared destinations.

¢ Recognized safety rules associated with water travel like staying seated and wearing life jackets,
enhancing safety awareness.

e Experienced social interactions in a new setting, encouraging social development and manners in
public spaces.

e Began to grasp the concept of travel logistics and schedules by observing the ferry's docking and
boarding process.

Language and Communication

¢ Expanded vocabulary with words like 'ferry,' 'dock,' 'engine,' 'waves,' and possibly directional
terms like 'port' and 'starboard.’

¢ Developed storytelling and descriptive skills by recounting the ferry ride experience.

¢ Practiced listening and following instructions, important for learning in group or public settings.

¢ Used questioning to understand how the ferry works and where it is going, fostering curiosity and
communication.

Tips

Tips: To deepen a child's understanding of the ferry ride experience, parents and educators can engage
them in hands-on activities such as building simple boat models to explore buoyancy and design. A
nature walk by a nearby body of water can help make connections between the ferry environment and
natural habitats. Storytelling sessions where the child narrates their ferry ride can improve language
skills and sequencing of events. Introducing safety drills and the significance of rules on water vehicles
provides real-world application of safety concepts. Adding maps to locate ferry routes enhances
geographic awareness.

Book Recommendations

¢ A Ride on the Ferry by Anne Rockwell: A simple picture book capturing the sights and sounds of a
ferry ride, perfect for young children to explore this type of transportation.

¢ Maisy Goes on a Boat by Lucy Cousins: A colorful story following Maisy as she enjoys a boat trip,
helping children relate to water travel concepts in a fun way.

¢ Boats Go by Steve Light: An engaging book that introduces different types of boats and their
purposes, stimulating curiosity about watercraft and travel.
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https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=A+Ride+on+the+Ferry
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=Maisy+Goes+on+a+Boat
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=Boats+Go
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Learning Standards

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RIL.K.1 - With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key
details in a text (applies to recounting the ferry experience).

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.K.1 - Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about
kindergarten topics and texts (fits social interaction during the ferry ride).

¢ NGSS K-PS2-1 - Plan and conduct an investigation to compare the effects of different strengths or
different directions of pushes and pulls on the motion of an object (introducing basic forces like
the ferry’s movement).

¢ SS.K.G.1 - Use maps and globes to understand locations, which connects to recognizing the ferry
route and destinations.

Try This Next

¢ Create a craft activity where the child builds a ferry using recycled materials to understand
structure and function.

¢ Draw a map marking the ferry route and discuss locations on each side to develop spatial and
geographic skills.
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