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Core Skills Analysis

Mathematics

Learned basic money handling skills including counting money and making transactions.
Practiced addition and subtraction through managing cash and calculating rent payments.
Developed an understanding of probability and risk assessment by making investment
decisions on properties.

Enhanced strategic thinking by planning resource allocation and balancing expenses with
income.

Social Skills

Practiced turn-taking and following rules within a structured game environment.
Developed negotiation and communication skills through trading properties with others.
Learned patience and perseverance in a long-duration activity requiring sustained focus.
e Experienced both winning and losing gracefully, fostering emotional regulation and
sportsmanship.

Critical Thinking

¢ Enhanced decision-making skills by evaluating which properties to buy or trade for maximum
advantage.

Applied long-term planning by anticipating opponents’ moves and future game outcomes.
Adapted strategies based on changing game scenarios to improve chances of success.
Analyzed resource management by balancing immediate needs with potential future gains.

Tips

To further develop these skills, parents and educators can encourage children to create their own
board game that involves money management and strategy, deepening their understanding of
economic concepts and game design. Incorporate real-life budgeting activities, like planning a small
event or managing a simple allowance, to connect Monopoly experiences to practical money skills.
Role-play negotiation and communication scenarios outside of games to enhance social and verbal
skills. Lastly, encourage children to keep a game journal to reflect on their strategies and outcomes,
promoting metacognition and critical thinking.

Book Recommendations

¢ Money Sense for Kids by Jill Schlesinger: Explains basic money concepts to children with
practical stories and activities.

e The Board Game Adventure: Monopoly Edition by Claire Freedman: A fun story exploring the
history and strategies behind Monopoly, inspiring kids to think strategically.

e How to Be a Good Sport by John Cunningham: Teaches children about sportsmanship and
emotional regulation when winning or losing.

Learning Standards

e CCSS.Math.Content.3.MD.A.1 - Solve problems involving money and simple operations like
addition and subtraction.

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.1 - Engage effectively in collaborative discussions, important for
negotiating trades.

e CCSS.Math.Practice.MP4 - Model with mathematics by using money and strategic thinking in
game scenarios.

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.3 - Write narratives (e.g., game strategies) that develop real or
imagined experiences.
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Try This Next

¢ Design a custom board game worksheet where the child maps out property values and rents
calculation.

¢ Create quiz questions focused on money math, such as calculating change or total assets after
a trade.

e Writing prompt: Describe a winning Monopoly strategy and explain why it works.
¢ Role-play exercise practicing negotiation phrases used in game trades.
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