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Core Skills Analysis
Geography

¢ Hudson learned to identify key countries within the Americas, including their relative locations
on the continent.

¢ He developed an understanding of physical geography elements such as mountains, rivers,
and climate zones found throughout North and South America.

¢ The activity helped Hudson practice map-reading skills, including recognizing symbols and
legends used in geographic maps.

¢ He likely gained exposure to cultural and political features tied to the geography of the region,
such as capitals or notable landmarks.

Tips
Tips

To further deepen Hudson's geographic knowledge, consider integrating real-world experiences like
exploring interactive online maps and globes to visualize the Americas in 3D. A hands-on project
such as creating a large scale physical or digital map with movable parts can enhance spatial
awareness. Encourage Hudson to keep a geography journal where he draws maps, writes short
descriptions of countries, and notes interesting geographic facts. Finally, linking geography with
current events by following news from American countries can make the learning more dynamic and
culturally relevant.

Book Recommendations

¢ National Geographic Kids Beginner's World Atlas by National Geographic Kids: A colorful,
accessible atlas that introduces kids to world geography with fun facts and detailed maps.

e The 50 States: Explore the U.S.A. with 50 Fact-Filled Maps! by Gabrielle Balkan: Engaging
visual maps and interesting information about each U.S. state to complement learning about
America’s geography.

¢ Geography of the Americas (Scholastic Discover More) by Jennifer Blizin Gillis: An easy-to-read
introduction to the diverse geography and cultures of the Americas.

Learning Standards

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.7 - Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively in
maps or diagrams.

¢ CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.3 - Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical,
scientific, or technical text.

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.2 - Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey
ideas clearly.

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.4.5 - Add audio recordings and visual displays to presentations when
appropriate to enhance the development of main ideas.

Try This Next

¢ Create a 'Geography Scavenger Hunt' worksheet where Hudson finds countries, capitals, and
landmarks on a blank map.

e Write a short story or postcard from the perspective of a traveler visiting different regions of
the Americas, highlighting geographic features.
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