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Core Skills Analysis
Social Studies

¢ Enzo learned about the Trans-Siberian Highway as an important transportation route across
Siberia, highlighting how geography influences travel and trade.

¢ He gained insight into the vastness and diversity of the Siberian region by considering the
length and challenges of such a long highway.

¢ Enzo explored the concept of connectivity between cities and regions, understanding how
roads can link different communities and cultures.

e The activity introduced the role of infrastructure in economic development and daily life in a
remote area like Siberia.

Tips

Tips: To deepen Enzo's understanding, consider engaging him in creating a map project where he
traces the Trans-Siberian Highway and marks key cities or landmarks along the route. You could also
explore stories or pictures from people who have traveled this highway to give a sense of the
environment and culture there. Another fun idea is to compare the length of the Trans-Siberian
Highway to local roads he knows, helping him relate scale and distance to his own world. Lastly,
discuss the importance of building roads in challenging environments and how they affect the lives
of people who live there, which can open conversations about geography, climate, and human
adaptation.

Book Recommendations

¢ If You Were Me and Lived in... Russia by Carole P. Roman: A child-friendly introduction to
Russian culture and geography, providing context about life in Siberia and the broader region
surrounding the Trans-Siberian Highway.

e The Long Haul: A Trucker's Tales of Life on the Road by Finn Murphy: Though slightly
advanced, this book introduces the concept of life on long highways and roads, giving insight
into experiences on lengthy routes like the Trans-Siberian Highway.

¢ Maps and Globes by Jack Knowlton: An age-appropriate book encouraging kids to understand
maps and geography, which supports comprehension of long routes like the Trans-Siberian
Highway.

Learning Standards

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.1.7 - Use the illustrations and details in a text to describe its key ideas,
applicable when discussing maps and geographical features.

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.1.3 - Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or
events, relevant when creating the travel story activity.

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.2.3 - Describe the connection between a series of historical events,
scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures, applying when understanding the
building and use of the highway.

Try This Next

¢ Draw and label a simple map tracing the Trans-Siberian Highway, identifying key cities and
natural landmarks along the route.

¢ Write a short story or diary entry imagining a day traveling on the Trans-Siberian
Highway—what might Enzo see, hear, or feel?
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