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Core Skills Analysis

Math

O learned about the concept of power towers (tetration), understanding the notation and how
exponents can be stacked to create very large numbers.
O explored the hierarchical structure of power towers, seeing how each exponentiation builds
upon the previous one, deepening comprehension of exponents beyond simple squares and
cubes.
O practiced calculating smaller power towers to develop fluency with exponential operations
and to grasp the rapid growth of numbers involved.
O gained exposure to the complexity of operations beyond basic arithmetic, which can
enhance problem-solving skills and prepare for advanced math concepts.

Tips

To further develop O's understanding of power towers, start with hands-on activities using small
numbers to build confidence before tackling larger towers. Introduce visual aids such as
diagramming the stacked exponents to internalize the concept's structure. Challenge O with real-
world problems involving exponential growth, like population models or compound interest, to give
context. Finally, explore computer programming simulations or calculators that handle power towers
to see practical applications and appreciate the vast magnitude of such numbers.

Book Recommendations

Math Curse by Jon Scieszka and Lane Smith: A fun, imaginative story that explores how math
concepts like powers and patterns appear in everyday life.
The Number Devil: A Mathematical Adventure by Hans Magnus Enzensberger: This book
introduces advanced math concepts through engaging dream adventures, including exponents
and powers.
Exponents and Powers (Mathematics Made Easy) by DK Publishing: An illustrated guide that
explains exponents and powers with clear examples suitable for children.

Learning Standards

ACMNA050 - Recognise and represent multiplication as repeated addition, and use efficient
mental and written strategies and appropriate digital technologies to solve problems.
ACMNA076 - Investigate and calculate 'powers' of 2, 3, and 5 and use index notation to
describe numbers.
ACMNA213 - Explore the use of integer indices and the meaning of exponents in expressions
up to power towers.

Try This Next

Create a worksheet where O calculates the values of simple power towers such as 2^(2^2)
and 3^(2^1) to reinforce calculation skills.
Design a drawing task where O visually maps out the structure of different power towers using
tree diagrams or ladder charts to clarify the concept.
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