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Core Skills Analysis
Math

¢ Dylan developed an understanding of numbers and counting as he repeatedly rolled and
matched dice in Tenzi, reinforcing number recognition and sequencing.

¢ By inventing his own rules for the game, Dylan engaged in problem-solving skills related to
creating and adjusting mathematical constraints and conditions.

¢ The activity likely enhanced Dylan's ability to compare quantities quickly, practicing quick
mental math and pattern recognition with dice results.

¢ Dylan practiced strategic thinking through decision making about how to modify the game
rules, encouraging flexible thinking about mathematical operations and game theory.

Tips

Encourage Dylan to write down or illustrate the new rules he created for Tenzi, fostering literacy and
logical thinking around math concepts. Introduce variations by adding dice with different numbers of
faces or by combining Tenzi with simple addition and subtraction challenges during play. Use timing
and scoring to build notions of measurement, speed, and basic statistics, such as recording how
many rolls it takes to win. Invite Dylan to create a new math game incorporating dice and numerical
patterns, deepening creativity and math fluency through game design.

Book Recommendations

e Math for Smarty Pants by Audrey Wood: A fun introduction to numbers and simple math
concepts, inspiring children to enjoy math through engaging challenges.

¢ The Greedy Triangle by Marilyn Burns: This story explores shapes and geometry in a playful
way — perfect for nurturing mathematical imagination like Dylan's rule creation.

e My Math Playbook: Games, Rhymes, and Activities to Teach Math Skills by Chris Barton: A
collection of math games and activities that build foundational skills, encouraging kids to apply
math in creative ways.

Learning Standards

¢ ACMNAO30 - Use place value to recognise, describe and order numbers to at least 10 000
ACMNAO33 - Represent and solve simple situations involving addition and subtraction
ACMNAO34 - Recognise and describe number patterns resulting from skip counting
ACMNAO35 - Recall multiplication facts of two, three, five and ten and related division facts
ACMNAO052 - Recognise and describe number patterns

Try This Next

¢ Create a worksheet where Dylan lists his modified Tenzi rules and explains the math reasoning
behind each change.

¢ Design a quick quiz where Dylan predicts possible outcomes of dice rolls and calculates
probabilities in his customized game.
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