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Core Skills Analysis

English Literature

Ebony developed skills in interpreting poetic themes, focusing on the complex emotions and
patriotism expressed in 'The Soldier' by Rupert Brooke.
She enhanced her ability to analyze poetic language, including metaphors and imagery that
convey the speaker’s perspective on war and sacrifice.
Ebony practiced critical thinking by examining the historical context influencing the poem’s
tone and how it shapes the speaker’s identity and message.
The activity likely improved her understanding of poetry structure, including rhyme scheme
and rhythm, which are key to grasping the lyrical quality of the text.

Tips

To broaden Ebony's understanding of 'The Soldier' and deepen her appreciation for poetry,
encourage her to explore comparative analysis by reading other war poems that offer contrasting
views, such as Wilfred Owen's 'Dulce et Decorum Est.' Engaging in creative writing by composing her
own poem inspired by themes of identity or patriotism could foster personal connection. Additionally,
incorporating multimedia tools, such as listening to audio recitations or watching performances, may
enhance her interpretative skills. Finally, discussing the poem's historical background in a timeline or
group discussion can anchor her literary insights within a wider social context.

Book Recommendations

Poetry Speaks Who I Am by Various Authors: A diverse anthology that introduces young
readers to powerful poems exploring identity, emotion, and history.
War Poetry for Schools by Anne Banks: A curated collection of classic and contemporary war
poems that examine the human experience of conflict.
Escape from Pompeii by Christina Balit: Not poetry but a vivid historical narrative that
complements learning about historical contexts similar to those inspiring traditional poetry.

Learning Standards

English Literature KS3: Understand a range of texts, including poetry, and develop the ability
to comment on language, structure, and presentations (NC English PoS 3a, 3b).
Engage critically with texts to explore themes and viewpoints (NC English PoS 3c).
Develop written and spoken responses to literature, using appropriate terminology (NC English
PoS 3d).

Try This Next

Create a worksheet prompting Ebony to identify and explain key metaphors and imagery in
'The Soldier'.
Develop a quiz focusing on the poem’s historical context, literary devices, and thematic
elements.
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