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Core Skills Analysis
Science

¢ Understood the concept of energy as discussed in the Magic School Bus episode, including types
and sources of energy.

e Learned how energy is involved in everyday processes and the importance of energy in the
natural world.

¢ Gained familiarity with scientific vocabulary related to energy through reading the Usborne
lllustrated Elementary Science Dictionary.

¢ Observed examples of energy transformation shown in the episode, enhancing comprehension of
abstract scientific ideas.

Tips

To deepen the student's understanding of energy, consider engaging them in hands-on experiments
such as creating simple circuits or exploring kinetic and potential energy with household items like balls
and ramps. Encourage drawing or labeling diagrams of energy sources seen around the home or in
nature, linking real-world examples to the concepts learned. Discuss daily energy use to build
awareness of conservation and renewables, perhaps by tracking items powered at home. Additionally,
integrating storytelling or role-play where the student acts as an energy particle moving through
different devices can make abstract ideas tangible and memorable.

Book Recommendations

¢ Energy Island: How One Community Harnessed the Wind and Changed Their World by Allan
Drummond: An inspiring story of environmental science and renewable energy, suitable for
elementary readers.

e The Magic School Bus Gets Energized by Joanna Cole: Based on the episode watched, this book
offers a detailed and fun exploration of energy concepts.

¢ Science Dictionary for Kids by Robert L. Wolke: A kid-friendly dictionary that clarifies science
terms, including those about energy and physics.

Learning Standards

¢ NGSS 3-PS2-1: Plan and conduct an investigation to provide evidence of the effects of balanced
and unbalanced forces on the motion of an object.

¢ NGSS 4-PS3-2: Make observations to provide evidence that energy can be transferred from place
to place by sound, light, heat, and electric currents.

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.2.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases in a text relevant to a
grade 2 topic or subject area.

Try This Next

e Worksheet: Match different types of energy to their everyday examples (e.q., electrical energy
and a lamp).

e Experiment: Build a simple pendulum or rubber band-powered car to explore kinetic and potential
energy.
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