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Core Skills Analysis

Foreign Language

Exposure to English vocabulary related to gaming terminology such as 'build,' 'shield,' 'loot,'
and 'elimination,' enhancing recognition and contextual understanding in a fun setting.
Opportunity to practice reading and comprehension through in-game prompts, instructions,
and chat interactions if multiplayer mode is involved.
Potential to experience informal language usage and online communication styles, supporting
pragmatic language development.
Listening skills may be refined through following audio cues and player communication.

Math

Development of spatial reasoning by navigating complex 3D environments and managing
building structures within the game.
Use of basic arithmetic when managing resources (e.g., counting materials for building) and
monitoring health or shields numerically.
Understanding of strategy and probability through decision-making about risk, placement, and
opponent behavior.
Potential use of timing and counting down in game phases, which supports temporal
awareness.

Science

Application of physics principles observed in the game mechanics, such as trajectory of
projectiles and gravity effects on character movements.
Understanding cause-and-effect relationships through interactions in the game environment
(e.g., building structures to defend or gain advantage).
Exposure to ecological concepts such as resource collection and sustainability within the
game's natural settings.
Observation of technology use in simulations, highlighting aspects of computer science and
digital environments.

Tips

To deepen the educational value of playing Fortnite, parents and educators can encourage
reflections on the language used within the game, perhaps by creating a glossary of new terms
encountered. Engaging the child in explaining game strategies verbally or in writing can further
language and critical thinking skills. Math skills can be enhanced by setting mini-challenges related
to resource management or building structures outside the game using blocks or drawing,
translating virtual experience into tangible learning. For science, discussions about the physics and
technology behind the game mechanics can be enriched with simple experiments demonstrating
gravity or projectile motion, fostering curiosity about real-world applications. Additionally, balancing
game time with outdoor activities can help develop a well-rounded understanding of spatial
awareness and physical coordination.

Book Recommendations

Esports: Level Up Your Game! by Tracy Nelson Maurer: An engaging introduction to the world
of competitive video gaming that connects with students' interests in games like Fortnite.
Awesome Word Games and Activities for Kids by Margaret H. Jeffers: Fun activities focused on
vocabulary and language development that can complement learning from gaming contexts.
Math Art and Drawing Games for Kids by Berta Platas: Creative exercises blending math and
art, useful for extending spatial and numerical concepts experienced in gaming.

https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=Esports%3A+Level+Up+Your+Game%21
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=Awesome+Word+Games+and+Activities+for+Kids
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=Math+Art+and+Drawing+Games+for+Kids
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Learning Standards

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.4 - Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific
words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 4 topic or subject area.
CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.4.MD.A.2 - Use the four operations to solve word problems involving
distances, intervals of time, liquid volumes, masses of objects, and money.
NGSS 4-PS3-4 - Apply scientific ideas to design, test, and refine a device that converts energy
from one form to another.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.4.1 - Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions with
diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts.

Try This Next

Create a ‘Game Vocabulary Journal’ where the child writes new words, their meanings, and
example sentences from Fortnite play.
Design a building challenge using craft materials or blocks to replicate structures made in-
game, measuring and calculating material needs.


