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Core Skills Analysis

Visual Arts and Design

Understood the fundamentals of costume design, including how to translate character traits
and historical context into visual elements.
Learned to conduct focused research on historical fashion and fabric types relevant to the
Elizabethan era depicted in 'Much Ado About Nothing'.
Developed skills in fashion drawing and visual communication through online classes and
practical application to character costumes.
Explored how costumes contribute to storytelling by visually representing personality, status,
and time period of a Shakespearean play.

Literature and Drama

Deepened comprehension of Shakespeare's 'Much Ado About Nothing' by connecting character
analysis with costume choices.
Engaged with the cultural and historical setting of the play, enhancing understanding of
Elizabethan society and theatre conventions.
Synthesized literary themes with artistic concepts to create coherent visual representations for
characters.
Practiced interpretative skills by deciding how costumes could express each character’s role
and personality in the narrative.

Tips

To further enrich this costume design project, encourage the student to explore fabric textures and
even experiment with creating miniature prototypes using craft materials to develop a tactile sense
of design. Watching performances or film adaptations of 'Much Ado About Nothing' can deepen
understanding of how costume choices affect character presentation on stage. Additionally,
incorporating elements of 3D design software or digital fashion illustration could provide modern
skills that merge technology with art. Finally, organizing a small showcase or presentation of the
costume designs would build confidence and allow the student to articulate design choices and their
connection to the play’s themes.

Book Recommendations

Costume Design: Techniques of Modern Masters by Jill Salen: A comprehensive guide to
costume design that includes case studies and practical advice, ideal for young aspiring
designers.
Shakespeare's Storybook by Andrew Matthews: An accessible retelling of Shakespeare’s plays
including 'Much Ado About Nothing', giving context to characters and settings.
The Fashion Designer Survival Guide by Mary Gehlhar: A practical book that introduces young
readers to the fashion industry, covering skills relevant to costume and fashion design.

Learning Standards

ACAVAM115 - Explore ideas and practices used by artists to represent different cultural and
historical contexts in artwork.
ACELT1631 - Analyze characters, events and settings in literary texts and how these may be
represented in other media.
ACADRR034 - Use visual art skills such as drawing and design to create visual representations
related to literature.
ACHASSI097 - Research information from a range of primary and secondary sources to
investigate a topic.

https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=Costume+Design%3A+Techniques+of+Modern+Masters
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=Shakespeare%27s+Storybook
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=The+Fashion+Designer+Survival+Guide
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Try This Next

Worksheet: Create a character costume profile linking traits from the play with design choices,
including color, fabric, and style.
Drawing task: Sketch alternative costume ideas for a character using different historical or
cultural influences to compare creative interpretations.


