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Core Skills Analysis
Animal Care and Responsibility

¢ Recognized signs indicating that an animal (pony) is unwell, enhancing empathy and
observational skills.

¢ Understood practical methods to help a sick pony, such as cooling techniques, demonstrating
problem-solving in animal welfare.

e Communicated effectively during a stressful situation by relaying information accurately to a
veterinarian via phone.

¢ Gained awareness of the importance of professional veterinary advice when managing animal
health emergencies.

Tips

Extending Abby's learning, encourage hands-on experiences such as observing and recording a
pony's temperature and behavior under different conditions to deepen understanding of animal
health. Role-play scenarios could help Abby practice communicating symptoms and care steps
clearly in preparation for real-life veterinary calls. Introducing basic animal first aid skills, like how to
bandage or treat minor injuries, will build confidence and responsibility. Additionally, exploring the
biology behind why cooling methods work to reduce fever or stress in animals can enrich her
scientific comprehension.

Book Recommendations

¢ Taking Care of Horses: A Guide for Kids by Annie Cronin Romano: This book gives a clear
introduction to horse care, including health basics, perfect for young readers interested in
ponies and horses.

¢ The Complete Guide to Pet Health, Behavior, and Happiness by Dr. Gary Richter: Offers
insights into caring for pets with a focus on health and behavioral needs, useful for
understanding animal welfare in various contexts.

¢ Vet Volunteers: Horses in Need by Margaret Greaves: A story about young volunteers assisting
with horse care and veterinary practices, illustrating real-world applications of animal first aid.

Learning Standards

e AC9S7U05 - Recognise the needs of living things and conditions necessary for their survival,
including animal health care.

e AC9S7U06 - Apply scientific understanding to plan and conduct investigations, such as
monitoring an animal's health.

e AC9E7L02 - Communicate ideas and information using oral and written language effectively in
real-life contexts.

Try This Next

¢ Create a checklist or poster illustrating steps to take when a horse or pony is unwell, including
cooling methods and when to contact a vet.

¢ Write a dialogue script practicing a phone call to a vet describing the pony’s symptoms and
needed care, enhancing communication skills.
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