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Core Skills Analysis

Science

Recognized the lake as a natural freshwater habitat, promoting understanding of ecosystems
and biodiversity.
Learned about the physical characteristics of lakes such as surface water, possibly surrounding
flora and fauna.
Understood the role of lakes in the water cycle, including aspects like evaporation and
collection of rainwater.
Explored the importance of lakes in supporting wildlife and human activities, fostering
environmental awareness.

Geography

Identified lakes as key geographical features on maps and in natural landscapes.
Understood how lakes are formed through natural processes such as glaciation, river
damming, or tectonic activity.
Learned to differentiate lakes from other water bodies like ponds, rivers, and oceans based on
size and characteristics.
Gained insights into the relevance of lakes for regional geography, including their role in
human settlement and recreation.

Language Arts

Expanded vocabulary related to natural environments and water bodies through the context of
lakes.
Developed descriptive language skills by observing and possibly narrating the lake setting.
Encouraged creative expression by fostering storytelling or writing activities centered around
experiences at the lake.
Improved comprehension by linking factual information about lakes to broader ecological and
geographical concepts.

Tips

Tips: To deepen a child’s understanding and engagement with the concept of lakes, consider hands-
on experiences such as visiting a local lake to observe and document flora and fauna. Encourage
nature journaling to describe sights, sounds, and feelings associated with the lake environment,
enhancing descriptive language and observation skills. Integrate science experiments exploring
water properties, like testing for pH or observing evaporation, to connect the physical water cycle
with the lake environment. Additionally, map the lake’s location and discuss its significance to local
communities, linking geography with culture and environmental stewardship.

Book Recommendations

A Drop Around the World by Barbara Shaw McKinney: A beautifully illustrated book that follows
a single drop of water through the water cycle, including lakes, teaching kids about water's
journey and environmental connections.
The Magic School Bus at the Lake by Joanna Cole: An engaging story where the class explores
the lake ecosystem firsthand, learning about freshwater life and pollution in a fun and
accessible way.
Over and Under the Pond by Kate Messner: This book explores the plants and animals living
above and below a pond’s surface, perfect for understanding freshwater habitats like lakes.

https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=A+Drop+Around+the+World
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=The+Magic+School+Bus+at+the+Lake
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=Over+and+Under+the+Pond
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Learning Standards

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.2.3: Describe the connection between a series of scientific ideas or
events about lakes.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.2.3: Write narratives to recount a lake visit with descriptive details.
NGSS 2-LS4-1: Make observations of plants and animals in a freshwater ecosystem like a lake.
CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.2.MD.A.1: Measure and estimate lengths around the lake area for spatial
understanding.

Try This Next

Create a lake ecosystem diorama or drawing, labeling different plants, animals, and water
features observed or researched.
Write a short story or poem describing a day spent at the lake, incorporating sensory details
and ecological facts.


