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Core Skills Analysis

Music

Recognized and appreciated the works of Beethoven, fostering an early understanding of
classical music history and influential composers.
Practiced reading music notes, developing fundamental literacy in musical notation crucial for
playing instruments.
Engaged in guitar lessons, enhancing fine motor skills, hand-eye coordination, and basic guitar
playing techniques.
Explored the ukulele, broadening exposure to stringed instruments and encouraging musical
experimentation and auditory discrimination.

Tips

To further deepen the student's musical understanding, try incorporating interactive listening
sessions where the child identifies different instruments or notes in Beethoven’s compositions.
Encourage composing simple melodies using basic notes learned, which can be done vocally or on
the ukulele or guitar. Organize mini-recitals for family or friends to build confidence and performance
skills. Additionally, explore stories or cartoons about Beethoven to make classical music relatable
and fun.

Book Recommendations

Beethoven Lives Upstairs by Barbara Nichol: A charming story about a young boy's encounter
with Beethoven, introducing classical music and the composer’s personality in an engaging
way.
My First Ukulele Book by Toby Scott: An easy-to-follow beginner’s guide designed for young
children starting to learn ukulele fundamentals and simple songs.
Guitar for Kids by Yvonne Marcus: A colorful introductory book that combines basic guitar skills
with fun activities to encourage kids to play.

Learning Standards

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.K.3: With prompting and support, describe the connection between two
individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of information in a text (understanding Beethoven's role).
NCSSM Music Standard MU:Cr1.1.Ka: Engage in creative music-making activities using
instruments like guitar and ukulele.
NCSSM Music Standard MU:Pr4.1.Ka: Demonstrate understanding of musical phrasing and note
reading through playing and listening.
NGSSS Standards: Develop fine motor skills and auditory discrimination aligned with early
childhood learning goals.

Try This Next

Create a worksheet that pairs music notes with their corresponding sounds for identification
practice.
Design a simple DIY ukulele craft and invite the student to decorate it while discussing the
parts and how they produce sound.
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