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Core Skills Analysis
Art

¢ Practiced character design through creating unique visual personas on paper, iPad, and digital
platforms like Gacha Life.

¢ Explored various art styles by comparing her original characters with found online characters,
broadening her visual vocabulary.

¢ Developed spatial visualization skills by imagining how her characters move and act within
animated scenarios.

¢ Enhanced fine motor skills and digital art techniques by using multiple mediums and devices
for character creation.

English

¢ Strengthened narrative thinking by imagining storylines and character behaviors inspired by
animations.

¢ Expanded vocabulary and descriptive language skills through conceptualizing character
actions and traits.

¢ Engaged in implicit comprehension by interpreting dialogue and sounds to inform character
movements.

¢ Practiced mental storytelling by synchronizing visual and auditory inputs to build coherent
character experiences.

Foreign Language

¢ Improved listening comprehension if foreign languages are present in animations, interpreting
tone and context.

¢ Practiced internal translation skills by associating character actions with non-English dialogue.

¢ Developed cultural awareness by observing characters and settings from diverse linguistic
backgrounds online.

¢ Reinforced memory through repeated exposure to sounds and correlating them with character
cues.

History

e Recognized different cultural references by viewing a variety of animated content.

¢ Explored historical or mythological character archetypes through her own creations and those
found online.

¢ Developed an understanding of how character design reflects time periods or storytelling
traditions.

¢ Cultivated curiosity about the origins and evolution of animated storytelling across history.

Math

¢ Applied symmetry and geometric principles in character design, balancing visual elements.
e Engaged spatial reasoning by positioning characters in imagined animated scenarios.

¢ Considered proportion, ratio, and scale when creating and comparing character sizes.

¢ Developed sequencing skills by mentally aligning character actions with animation timing.

Music

e Explored the relationship between music and movement by imagining how characters act with
different soundtracks.

¢ Enhanced auditory discrimination through discovering new music daily and connecting it to
visual imagination.
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¢ Developed rhythm and timing awareness by syncing character movements with animation
audio.

¢ Cultivated emotional expression by interpreting music mood and reflecting it in character
actions.

Science

¢ Applied observational skills by closely watching animations and their physical movement
patterns.

¢ Explored principles of motion and human/animal biomechanics by mimicking character actions.

¢ Considered cause and effect by linking sound cues to physical reactions in her imagined
scenarios.

¢ Developed technological literacy by using apps and digital tools for character creation.

Social Studies

¢ Cultivated empathy and social understanding by embodying different characters’ emotions and
actions.

¢ Explored identity formation and diversity through creating and studying multiple character
personas.

¢ Engaged in media literacy by curating online characters and discerning various content
sources.

¢ Understood the impact of culture and society on storytelling and character representation.

Creativity

¢ Enhanced imaginative thinking by blending audio from animations with her own character
narratives.

¢ Developed multi-modal creativity by integrating visual arts, music, and storytelling.

¢ Practiced divergent thinking by expanding original characters and exploring new character
ideas online.

¢ Strengthened focus and intrinsic motivation through passionate engagement with favorite
media.

Tips

To deepen Zelie's learning experience, encourage her to develop complete character biographies
that include backstory, personality traits, and goals, integrating English and social studies concepts.
Suggest recording short animated scenes or stop-motion videos using her characters to explore
storytelling, timing, and sequence in greater depth, linking art, science, and music. Introduce her to
diverse animation styles and cultures worldwide to build global awareness and inspire fresh
creativity. Lastly, invite her to compose original music or soundscapes reflecting her characters’
moods, enhancing the connection between music and narrative expression.

Book Recommendations

e Mastering Manga with Mark Crilley: Drawing Lessons from the Bestselling Artist by Mark Crilley:
A practical guide to creating expressive manga characters and storytelling techniques, perfect
for young artists inspired by character creation.

¢ Storytelling with Pictures: How to Write and Illustrate Children's Books by Bizarre Publishing:
This book offers insights into combining words and images for narrative development, ideal for
helping teens bring their characters to life.

¢ Animators Studio: How to Create Animation with Scratch by Jesse Feiler: An accessible
introduction to animation programming, encouraging kids to digitalize their characters and
explore motion based on their ideas.
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Try This Next

e Create a character diary worksheet where Zelie details each character's traits, backstory, and
imagined scenarios.

¢ Design a quiz that matches character actions to specific audio or music clips to strengthen
auditory-visual association.

¢ Challenge Zelie to storyboard a short scene combining her characters and a new music piece
she discovers.

e Set up a mini project to animate simple character movements using stop-motion or digital
tools integrating the character’s mood with music.
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