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Core Skills Analysis
Responsibility and Life Skills

¢ Learned the importance of caring for another living being by ensuring the dog gets exercise
and attention.

¢ Practiced time management by allocating time from her day to complete the dog-walking tasks
consistently.

¢ Developed dependability and trustworthiness, as the neighbor relied on Alicia to take care of
their pet.

e Enhanced observational skills by monitoring the dog’s behavior and responding appropriately
during the walk.

Physical Education and Health

¢ Engaged in physical activity which promotes motor development and cardiovascular health.

¢ Practiced pacing and coordination while managing a dog on a leash in varied outdoor
environments.

¢ Experienced the benefits of outdoor exercise which supports mental and emotional well-being.

¢ Gained awareness of safety habits such as staying on sidewalks, watching for traffic, and being
cautious around other animals.

Social and Emotional Development

¢ Built empathy through understanding the needs and feelings of the dog during the walk.

¢ Improved communication skills by possibly interacting with the neighbor and others met while
walking the dog.

¢ Increased self-confidence by successfully completing a responsible task independently.

¢ Learned patience and adaptability through managing the dog's behavior and unforeseen
situations during the activity.

Tips

To expand Alicia's learning experience from dog walking, encourage her to keep a daily journal
documenting what she observes about the dog’s behavior, the environment, and her feelings before
and after walks. This practice enhances reflective thinking and writing skills. Incorporate lessons
about animal biology and needs to deepen her understanding of pet care, possibly exploring the
dog’s breed, diet, and exercise requirements. Consider involving Alicia in planning a route map using
basic geography skills, which can include measuring distances and identifying safe walking paths.
Finally, discuss aspects of road safety and responsible pet ownership to broaden her awareness of
community roles.

Book Recommendations

¢ Clifford the Big Red Dog by Norman Bridwell: A classic story about the adventures of a lovable
giant dog and his caring owner, perfect for teaching responsibility and empathy.

e Marley & Me: Life and Love with the World's Worst Dog (Adapted for Younger Readers) by John
Grogan: An engaging adaptation about the challenges and joys of caring for a dog,
emphasizing commitment and care.

¢ How to Be a Good Friend to a Dog by Ralph Helfer: A child-friendly guide that teaches how to
build a positive relationship with dogs, including tips on handling and understanding them.

Learning Standards

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.2.8 - Recall information from experiences or gather information from
provided sources to answer a question.
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e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.2.1 - Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners
about grade 2 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.

e CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.2.MD.A.1 - Measure the length of an object by selecting and using
appropriate tools.

¢ PE Standards (NASPE 2nd Grade) - Demonstrate competency in motor skills and movement
patterns needed to perform a variety of physical activities.

Try This Next

¢ Create a "Dog Walker's Log" worksheet where Alicia can record details like date, weather,
dog's behavior, and route taken.

¢ Design a safety poster outlining key tips for walking dogs safely in neighborhoods and parks.
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