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Core Skills Analysis

English Language Arts & Music

Analyzed Kendrick Lamar's songs to identify rhyme schemes and rhythmic patterns, enhancing
understanding of poetic devices and musical timing.
Studied song structure by breaking down verses, choruses, and bridges within rap
compositions, promoting comprehension of narrative flow and format.
Explored narrative techniques in lyrics that address complex social themes such as systemic
inequality, identity, and resilience, deepening critical thinking and empathy.
Created original lyrics inspired by Lamar's style, practicing expressive writing, personal voice
development, and performance skills.

Social Studies & Cultural Studies

Investigated hip-hop's roots in African diasporic traditions, linking music to broader historical
and cultural contexts.
Connected contemporary hip-hop themes to Black history and modern activism, fostering
awareness of social justice movements and cultural expression as resistance.
Examined how artists use music as a platform to challenge systemic inequality and discuss
identity, encouraging students to consider societal issues through artistic lenses.
Engaged with concepts of resilience and vulnerability in marginalized communities, promoting
social-emotional learning and cultural literacy.

Tips

To deepen understanding of rhyme, rhythm, and storytelling in hip-hop, encourage students to
experiment with writing lyrics on other contemporary topics relevant to their experiences or
communities. Explore collaborative songwriting and group performances to build teamwork and
diverse perspectives. Incorporate projects that trace the evolution of hip-hop to its African diasporic
origins through research and presentations, enriching cultural appreciation. Finally, consider
connecting lyrical analysis with other art forms like spoken word poetry or visual arts to expand
creative expression and social commentary.

Book Recommendations

The BreakBeat Poets: New American Poetry in the Age of Hip-Hop by Kevin Coval, Quraysh Ali
Lansana, Nadirah M. Zaheer: An anthology showcasing diverse poets influenced by hip-hop
culture, exploring themes of identity, race, and social justice.
How to Rap: The Art and Science of the Hip-Hop MC by Paul Edwards: A comprehensive guide
to the technical and creative aspects of rapping, including rhyme schemes, flow, and lyrical
techniques.
Stamped: Racism, Antiracism, and You by Jason Reynolds and Ibram X. Kendi: A youth-friendly
exploration of racism in America, contextualizing social issues often addressed in hip-hop and
activism.

Learning Standards

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used
in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings. (Analyzing lyrics)
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.5: Analyze how an author's choices concerning structure
contribute to the meaning of a text. (Song structure analysis)
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences using
effective technique and well-chosen details. (Original verse writing)
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.4: Present information clearly and effectively, including through
performance. (Song performance)
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CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.2: Determine central ideas of historical texts and how they are
conveyed. (Connecting hip-hop to Black history and activism)

Try This Next

Write a worksheet to identify and label rhyme schemes and song structures in selected
Kendrick Lamar songs.
Create a quiz challenging students to explain narrative techniques and themes found in hip-
hop lyrics.
Design a writing prompt encouraging students to compose verses addressing local community
issues using Kendrick Lamar’s stylistic elements.
Organize a performance task where students present original songs, focusing on vocal delivery
and emotional expression.


