
Building Young Minds with Family Chess: Strategic Thinking and Social Skills Through Play / Subject Explorer /
LearningCorner.co

June 30, 2025 - Page 1 of 2

Core Skills Analysis

Mathematics and Logical Thinking

Stirling practiced strategic thinking by planning several moves ahead to win one match against
mum.
The activity helped Stirling recognize patterns and anticipate opponent's moves, enhancing
problem-solving skills.
By playing chess, Stirling engaged in counting and spatial reasoning to understand the board
layout and piece movements.
Experiencing both winning and losing matches allowed Stirling to develop resilience and
adaptability in thinking.

Social and Emotional Learning

Participating in a competitive game helped Stirling develop sportsmanship through winning
and losing gracefully.
Playing with mum fostered positive family interaction and strengthened their bond.
Stirling learned patience by waiting for turns and concentration during thoughtful gameplay.
The shared activity likely encouraged communication skills through discussion of moves or
rules.

Tips

To further develop Stirling's understanding and enjoyment of chess, consider regular practice
sessions with varied opponents including peers and family members. Introduce simple puzzles or
mini-games that focus on specific tactics like forks or pins to build strategic awareness. Encourage
Stirling to explain their thought process aloud during gameplay, fostering metacognition and verbal
articulation of strategies. Lastly, designing a simple chess journal where Stirling records wins, losses,
and lessons learned can reinforce reflective thinking and motivation.

Book Recommendations

Chess for Kids by Michael Basman: An engaging introduction to chess, explaining rules and
basic strategies perfect for young learners.
The Batsford Book of Chess for Children by Sally Watts: A colourful guide that combines
storytelling and chess problems to develop skills and interest in the game.
My First Chess Book by Jessica E. Prescott: Designed for beginners, this book uses simple
explanations and illustrations to teach chess fundamentals.

Learning Standards

Australian Curriculum - Mathematics: ACMNA056 (3-4 years) - Recognise and describe patterns
and sequences.
Australian Curriculum - Health and Physical Education: ACPPS035 (Foundation to Year 2) -
Interacting with others and developing personal and social skills.
Australian Curriculum - English: ACELA1472 (Foundation to Year 2) - Use skills to express ideas
and participate in discussions.
Australian Curriculum - Critical and Creative Thinking: ACTDIP009 (Years 3-4) - Using strategies
to solve problems and reflect on decisions.

Try This Next

Create a worksheet with chess puzzles focusing on checkmate in one or two moves tailored for
Stirling’s level.
Organize a mini chess tournament at home involving family members to practice strategic play
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and sportsmanship.


