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Core Skills Analysis
Geography and Culture

¢ Learned about Universal Studios as a real-world location and entertainment destination,
introducing the concept of amusement parks and theme parks.

¢ Gained awareness of different cultural experiences and storytelling methods because Universal
Studios showcases movies and shows from various genres and cultures.

¢ Explored the idea of theme-based attractions, which connect locations with storytelling,
geography, and visitor experience.

e Understood that Universal Studios acts as a center combining geography, entertainment, and
tourism into one destination.

Media Studies and Storytelling

¢ Discovered how movies and shows are brought to life in theme parks, offering a glimpse into
film production and creative entertainment.

¢ Understood the connection between stories from movies and interactive experiences in theme
parks.

¢ Appreciated how narrative elements engage visitors emotionally and creatively through rides,
shows, and themed environments.

¢ Learned that Universal Studios merges technology, creativity, and storytelling to create
immersive experiences.

Tips

To deepen understanding of Universal Studios, encourage researching the history of theme parks
and their role in popular culture. Create a mini-project where the child designs their own theme park,
selecting themes, attractions, and storytelling elements. Visit a local theme or amusement park, or
explore virtual tours online to connect firsthand observations with concepts learned. Discuss how
storytelling drives the design of attractions and the visitor experience, highlighting connections
between narrative, geography, and technology.

Book Recommendations

e Theme Park by Ruth Flett: An engaging nonfiction book that explores what theme parks are,
how they work, and their cultural significance.

¢ The Big Book of Theme Parks by Dean Gibson: A colorful guide highlighting famous amusement
parks worldwide with facts and fun details ideal for young readers.

¢ Hollywood Story by Margaret Frith: A look into the history of Hollywood and the movie industry
that fuels Universal Studios' attractions.

Learning Standards

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.3 - Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical,
scientific, or technical text, including what happened and why.

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.3 - Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events
using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.

¢ CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.7 - Interpret information presented visually and explain how the
information contributes to understanding the text in which it appears.

Try This Next

¢ Create a drawing or diorama illustrating a favorite Universal Studios attraction and explain the
story behind it.
¢ Write a short story imagining an original theme park ride based on a favorite movie or
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character.
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