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Core Skills Analysis

English Language Arts

Ida enhanced her creative writing skills by inventing a unique character and exploring their
personality and experiences through diary entries.
She practiced narrative writing techniques, such as using first-person voice and expressing
personal thoughts and emotions authentically.
By structuring the diary chronologically, Ida learned about organizing events in a coherent and
meaningful sequence.
This activity encouraged imaginative thinking and character development, important for
storytelling and empathy building.

Social-Emotional Learning

Through writing a diary for her character, Ida practiced perspective-taking, considering how
someone else might think and feel.
The activity likely helped Ida explore complex emotions and situations in a safe, imaginative
context.
Ida demonstrated reflection skills by articulating her character’s inner life and reactions to
events.
This diary format invited self-expression, helping Ida build confidence in sharing narratives
from diverse viewpoints.

Tips

To deepen Ida's engagement and understanding, encourage her to expand the diary into different
formats such as letters or newspaper articles from the character's world. Have her conduct
'interviews' where she or others ask questions and answer in character, building dialogue skills.
Integrating art by illustrating diary entries can enhance visualization and creativity. Additionally,
exploring historical or cultural backgrounds similar to the character can broaden Ida's research and
contextual thinking abilities. These strategies will enrich narrative complexity and foster empathy
and critical thinking.

Book Recommendations

Diary of a Wimpy Kid by Jeff Kinney: A humorous fictional diary that showcases personal
experiences, helping young readers connect with character-driven narratives.
Dear Dumb Diary: Let's Pretend This Never Happened by Jim Benton: A funny and relatable
diary-format book encouraging personal voice and character perspective.
The Jolly Postman by Allan Ahlberg: An interactive book featuring letters and postcards,
sparking imagination in creating character correspondence.

Learning Standards

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events
using descriptive details and clear event sequences.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events
using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions with
diverse partners on grade 3 topics and texts.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.4.1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions with
diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts.
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Try This Next

Create a worksheet for Ida to list and describe her character’s traits, feelings, and daily
routines to deepen character development.
Design a series of diary prompts exploring different emotions or events, encouraging Ida to
write multiple entries over time.


